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. A. BRADUMAS, Lt, Gol. , AG

by 7. N s B, P
E -» AC WAR DEPARTMENT . =
; '“'—-—i.;iﬂ“w HEADQUARTERS APMY AIR FOKCES g maxat
i 8 ACHTHGTON
TMPORTINT: Thie rt:port will by compiied hr.; each Army.Air Farces orgenization - %=
wi;tlm 48 hours of tha tms. pe.racm,c.l. .re fol(:l«,.].iy reported ; :
h.lsaing F o S ; e e e g
ORGANIZATION: Locaticn _ APO 520, U. S. ARMY {:mm or AF, 16th Air Force
Group LoLER™ Eomhardn‘mt_ﬂmup THY Squadrof76th M(H)
SPECIFY: Point of Dcpertucc _AAB, Pantanells, Italyoursc NE
' TargetBlechhaomer Tyye cf ission . el
Synthetic 01T Flant, Germany =

WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT TILE OF CRASH OR WHEN LAST REPORTED:
Weather - Fair. Visibility - Unlimited. s

GIVE: () Date -7 August 194k - Timc 1407 . Locatioh3® 23' ¥ - 16 8! K.
: : of last known vhercibouts.of -r;i'ss,ing aireraft.
“(b) Speeify whether: (X) Lest Sighted ( ) Lest ! ontnct.t.d by Hadlo
& ( ) Forced Down  ( ) .Seen to Crash; or.
( ) Informetion mot aveiluble.

. ATRCRAFT AS LOST, Or IS BELm TO KLVE BEEN LOST, nS A F.E”'ﬂl.‘l‘ OF. “(Check

only one):

( ) Enemy Ilrcnf‘t. 1.3 Em.m: Anti-gircraft () Other clrcmst.m:ct.s as

follows: Unkmown ity :

ATRCRAFT: Type, Kodel & Serics B-24 G MF Serid No ﬁ&m
ENGINES : Type, Kodel & Serics _ R-1830-65 AKF Seriel No (a)s 3’43219#__

(b) BP—&-32333 (<) m3m i ’d) EP--&B‘?J-?-S

INSTALLED WEAPONS: (Furnish bclow Mcie, Type, and Serial Nmbcr} =
Ae) G- ; -50 967569 {(b) g MGU2-Cal 50 37479

(o) IREe - 7T R %8020 __ () __= 0 ¥ 978495
(E i N o 218699 (1-} s ] T : g
&8 o) S m e

.!‘ 9680

| S TR N RR e
§) BELOW KEPORTED .as: (X) Bettle Casualty ( ) Non-Bettle Cas. .

%?JOH:LD AYRCEAFT: Crow 10 Passengers_ 0 Totel 10
ol QL-. ot" -furnish the {ollowing particulars; if more than 12 .
persons: worqﬁboa.rd list similar perticulers on separate shect énd attach to

this 10th. _ _
< NAEE IV FUL;.. NeXT OF KIN, hELL TIOH-—
CREW POSITICN  (Last Neme Fivst) HANK SERIAL -NO SHI2, AND ADDKFSS

Pilot -iRoode,.Richard L. j,,1 ~
Co-Pilot —{Marshall, MoCard .'ﬂ"'
Navigator -‘{HME]._@_, Francis li;
' Bombardier -iRoberts, Williem M.
Rad-Opez\-Gun '%s, Heary J. /v
Engineer Gun. ¥ ett, Lee R. e i
Ball . Gunner ’Hamr, Rudolph J. 1'1""( .~ 3

1st Lt. lrs- Lois Alta Roods’ ;m:; r
Tibert - :
et Tt

%231 Gumer _ JiMeinhard, Gerald A, Y

(u;t& hovarse ) LJ;I.dEi)



a2 8i

; . . Htf._f“_“g

 Walst Gumer +'Mitchell, Bussell G. .7~ s/s;e. “ ¥re. Doris C. Mitohell (m.)RiW

IDEXRTIFY BELOK THOSE PERSONS WHO AT BELIEVFD T0 EAVE LAST YNDFLPDGT OF ATH-
CRAFT AND CHECK APPROPRIATE (only cne) COLLL# TO INDIC..TE BASIS FOR S:ME:

5 _ Contacted  Last Saw :
NALE BN FULL iNK  SEWEsL NO by Redio Sighted -C“ash Forced Landiqg

mmw.m,

p ¢

- 2d Lt.
3 it '_I s

IF PEF.SOI‘NEL KHE B""Z[.TF"\’EL 'T'O HEVE SUnVIVED, CHECK OKE 0: {HE FOLLOWING:

( } Parachutes were used { ) Persons scen walking a-vay from scene of crash
Cm Any other reasorr (spezify) was _Very .at t:
Delng oL =L LT = _

ATTACEE AS SN INCLOSUER TO THIS LEPORT, EITHEE RERILL PHOTOGIAPH, LAP, C[’RRT,
‘OR SKETCH, SHOWING APPROALIATE LOCATICH WHERE AI:!C?AFI‘ Y:AS LAST SEFN. o

ATT.#bii uS INCLOSURES 70 THIS KEPOET, r:!hrl‘hiES" DASCPIHTI(}NQ OF CRASH, S
FORCED LANDING, OR OTHER CIRCUESTANCES PERTALNING TO MISSING AIRCRAFT. - - -

.. KITACH, AS: AN INCLOSURE TO THIS REPOKT, A DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENT OF
" SELRCH, TF ENY, &RD GIVE I\"J..E, RINK, ;iD SERTAL NUMBER OF CFERICER 54|
CH“RGE HERE: . (if no 'search,. se. state giving reason) Mo aomh could bc !ld. dll!

mm.:nmmn.m_mx_ﬁ_ter_ﬁtom

Datz of this 'ieport.- 9 k_lﬂuai 1944,

Signeture of Officer 9/

3 Iﬂclr' H. m’ ‘\\_‘.
© Major; Air Corps,

.Incl 1 - Sketcb of approx position ship . Commanding. .
" was last sighted . . '

Incl 2.~ Eye Witness report of :2d ]I.‘I'..E LEE

Incl 3 » Eye Witness. report of 2d It. FARGUHAR




le§ Lt. Francls B, Medumigle

ist L4, MeCord Marshall
lst Lt, Righard L, Roods

ist L. ¥illiam M. Hoberts

?/Sgh. Les R. Bemnett

T/Sgs. Henry J. lakes

3/Sgs. ¥illiam C. Petty
8/3g%. Rudolph J. Magur
8/8gt. Gerald A, Meinkerd

8/3gt. Ruseell 3. Hitchell

JPC/12/4/44"

Wp. Robers M, Nekunigle ‘(fmther)
Jamestcua, FPoanuylvania,

Kre. Narvens M. Farshall L(h;lta-)
806 Rast Md Ttrest,
logan, Utah,

Hrs. lois A. Roode J(mmr}
Iiverty Sivess,
Hiddleton, Masiavimsotte.

¥r. ¥illiam Roderts {father)
Kulleit lake, Michigan.

Mre. Soais J. Boanest /{ugther)
Rsute Bumder One,
Burlisglon, Nortk Corolina.

L
¥rs. Louive Xallies {aivter)
Yew bLisben, ¥ikgonsim.

‘Nrs. Cllie M. Pedty /(e itkes)

1848 Yast Raston Strees,
Tulsa, Oklahowms,

2300 Penn Avenae,
Pittoburgh, Femsylvania

Hrs. Clara X, w‘(-u.}
168 Wallington Aveaus, /
Roohowtar, Nev'York, /

Fre. Imaa hmbttm) /

s
Krs. Doris ¢. Nitchell/{wife)
1412 vashington Avenue,
Sresuvilly, Nississippi.
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CERTIFICATE

LR~

I wes flying.as Pilot on Ship #479, in Baker 23 Position. ¥e
were straggling behird the group formetion before reaching the target.
We drovoed our bombs on the target and then returned to the
fomation about 10 minutes after lecving the target. At the tine we
caught up with our formation I noticed Lt. Roode!s ship flying
unstezdily. He was then flying in Baker 21 position. His shio was
in front of ours and still trying to keep in the formation.

I noticed st the time that he retracted his Sperry Ball.
A few moments later I noticed his crew throwing flak suits, ammunition

belts and versonal equipment out of the ship.

About an hour and a half from the target, Lt. Roode'sship began
to fall behind the formation znd was gradually losing altitude, though
he still was flying unsteadily he apparently had the Shlp under
control.
Vhen Lt. Roode's ship started to fall behind the formetion, I
also sloved up slightly in order to keep him under observation. I
thought after awhile that Lt. Roode's ship would not be able to make
the formation again so I pulled away from him a..} ook his plzce in-
the formetion. I directed other members of my crew to try and keep
his ship under observetion and they reported seeing him still losing
altitude and finelly disappearing into the clouds below.
A1 during my observation of Lt. Roode's ship I could not obsefve
any chutes blossom from his ship,
7
G Ll T At
WILLIAMYW,. LEE,
24 Lt., Air Corps,
, Pilot, B-24 Plane #???

776th Bomb Sa-L6ith Bomb Gp
APO 520, U. S. ARMY.
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I was flying as Navigator on Ship #,17 in Baker box 23 Positiocn.
The first time I noticed anything wrong with Lt. Roode's ship was
when he retracted the Sperry Ball., I expected somc sort of trouble
from him so I kept my eyes on him.

At about 1310, epproximately an hour and a half from the target
I noticed his crew throwing cut from both waist windows, flak suits,
emmnition and bits of other removable equipment. About the same time
he sterted to fall back out of group formation.

We started to slow down also in order to keep him in our sight
as long a8 possible but after a few moments we realized he would not
be zble to regain his position in tre formetion sc we pulled away
from him and went back into his vosition in the formation.

A1l during my observotion of his ship I could plzinly see that
a1l his engines were turning, none being feathered, We were not with
Lt. Roode's ship while over the target so I could not determine just
what, had caused Lt. Roode's ship to drop behind the formation, |

At 1322, an hour and 55 minuvtes from the target, Lt. inode's
ship passed underneath the clouds and out of my line of wvision.

I ascertain his altitude at that time to be about 13,000 fest.

Togmot Tyt fo

2d Lt- 3 Ai}‘ CO!‘p&,
Navigator, B-2j Plans s

776th Bomb Sq-464th Boadb Gp (H),
APO 520, U. s.‘ ARMY,




