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13 July 194%.

I was Co~Pilot on Lt Judy's plane on 7 July 1944 when we were cn &
bombing mission over the Blechhammer North <11 Plant, Germany.

The plane wes hit by flak over the target. Our automatic pilot, the
Co~Pilot's controls, the hydraulic and electrical systems were complete-
ly shot out. We were able to stay in formation for a short time but over
Lake Balatine, Austria, No. 2 engine went out of ocontrol and we dropred
behind. We had difficulty feethering it but finelly got is stoppsed. We
continued our course back to the base. Then we noticed our gas was low.
The engineer found a leak and stopped it. Five minubtes before we reached
the Adriatie No. 1 engine went out. It was then we decided to head for
Vis but the plane wouldn't turn that way and kept to the left. We fin-
ally were able to tura the plane in a cirecle toward Vis. Just as Vis
came into wiew the fuel pressure dropped on No. 2 engine and we balled
out five seconds later, dropping into the Adrietic near the island of
Kordula. The plane c¢rashed on the island and blew up.

All ten -men bgiled out. S/Sgt.DQminettofs chute came out of the pack
but did not bvlossom. I saw him falling from about 2,000 Ffeet and I saw
him hit the water but I did not see=him.agains

S/Sgt Hughes dropped into the water and ﬂomnaraler heard him czll to
him. The Bombardier directed him to follow the sound of his voice. Sgbt
Hughes did not know -how to swim and the water was rough., No.one knows if

his life vest worked for after his first c¢alls he was not heard agsin and |

he may been picked up by the enemy.

The partisans picked us up in boats and took ur to Vis. The eight of
us returned to U.S. Military Authority.
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