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STATEMENT

I was flying left and right waist gun position on Ship # ;58

~ .in able box ﬂi% We bad just come on the I.P. and I was throwing

| chafe out from the waist window and everything at that time was

pretty quiet. We had no escort at the time. All of a sudden I waw

4 ME 109's come right through the middle of our box, a little bit
undernesth us. The fighters peeled off %o the left and I looked

over at Ship #410, Lt. Ullmsn's Ship, which was £lying in-able box
position #13 and it was, at the time, nm in a level flight. It

then looked to me as though it was out of control as the nose suddanly

went,. ttraight up in the air and just as she was ahout at the climax
of her climb, ‘I noticed three chutes come oute

The enemy fighters then diverted my attention and the rudder of

our ship obstructed my view. I can add that the bombs from Ship #410
dropped out. when it started to nose up,
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I wes flying as lower bell gunner on Ship # 458 in No. 12 able
box position.

I saw Ship #410 being attacked by 4 ME 109's and as soon as the

ship was hit, it raised way up then peeled off to the left. I saw
"Hm chutes come out at the time and also the bombs drop out.

Then the ship went in a steep glide and leveled off for a secord,
There were three ME lOé's that followed the ship domn. The ship themn
‘went into a flat spin, Engine No. 2 was throwing quite a bit of smoke,
but did not blow up in the air. There were so many enemy fighters
coming in at our tall at the time that they caused my attentions to
be taken from Ship #410. I couldn't therefore, follow the ship all
the way dom. | _ . .
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