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' ‘by I Ao 4 par s 'HEADQUANTEAS APMY AIR FOKCES ‘
by F. M. MUENCH, dapt. ol., AQ VASHTNGTON |

Date...... 3 7
- JARLDIME.
IHPORT".NT Thiz report will bw compiled by cach Army Air Forcus orgrnizgtlon
within 48 hours of the time persomel are officially reportod

misaing. JoxE
::wh_,, b
ORGANIZATION: Location m 520, ¢ Pﬂ/ NY, NY, Commaad or AR _15th AJ.
Grnnphé’!;tmnbardmm Group (H) — cgquedred;]76th Bombardment Sg (H}

SPECIFY: Point of Departur nﬁ.A. Fld, Gioia, Ttaly Coursec _ Due North
Target Abzgerdorf 7Tyse of Ifisrion :
Wactory, Austria,
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT TIE OF ChASH OR WHEN L/ST REPORTED:

Weather clear with slight haz®, Visibility 10 to 15 miles, not counting the smokes:
GIVE: (&) Date __ 29 May 1944 Time 1200 . Location_g5° lg' N,, 16° 15t ﬁ

of last known there:bouts of nissing aircraft.
{b) Speecify whether: ( ) Last Sighted ,{ ) Lest Contacted by Radio
( ) Forcca Down (X)) Seon to Crash; or
( ) Informrtion not avcilable.

AIRCRAFT AS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO HALVE BEEN LOST, A4S A KESULT O'FT: (Check
only one)
(X) Enewy Adreraft ( ) Enemy Anti-gireraft ( ) Other circumstences as .

follows: Ship was orippled by flak and finished by enemy fighters, e
" AIRCRAFT: Type, Model & Series _B-2h~H AAF Seriel No _._22‘?.'.5.?__

ENGINES : Type, Model & Surics _ B-1830-43 __ AAF Sorial No (a) GP-BOBOBG .' -
: (b) Gp=303067. ... (c) GP-303023  __ (d) CP-302602.

INSTALLED WEAPONS: (Purnish boléw Meke, Type, and Serigl Number)
(s)Brovning Sub MG, .50 cal #982998 (b) M Sub MG, .50 cal. #983355

J ] [+
e e S e e——
W = A . E—) e AT

o ' geo - () T 983056
PERSONNEL LISTED BELOW REPORTED AS: (X) Bettle Casuelty ( ) Non-Dattle’ Casr

NUHBEF OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRC".AFT Crew 10 Passenger.. 0  Total_ 10 -
(Starting with "Pilot" furnish the following particulars; if more than 12
persons were aboaprd list similar perticulzrs on af‘ga.rtu.t.e shect and sttach t:o

t,his form)
- . NAME IN FULL NEXT OT KIN, m.:'vmn-
g~ CREW _POSITION » (Last Neme Firg¥) ~KANK SERIAL NO SHIP, AND ADD
- g e_ . Pilot Hendricks, Raymond E. st It. \

v Herganrot.her, Philip E.7}

&m: Bombardier dclieeney, Kenne‘bh Je ‘/ _ 20

N tor ¥ i“illiamsl Harald I v‘/

DR

Qbu

SAMAGN .- Ha
.‘\‘L'

'.Gur_iner_ ‘.filay, Thomas B.
' R ”\ i3

©ack #l‘;’ ' it i\ (8<¢ Reverse Slde) .
. - \




Mrs, -Ino Fosmire, -
madﬁlbinj Ne Yo
ichelas Eimmtt, -

i mEﬁ'i‘m BELOW THOSE PERSCHS WHO AKD 8."{.”-’2".“ TO FAVE L1ST KNCWLEDGE OF Alli-~
CRAFT AND CHECK APPROPRIAT"-‘- (0‘1]3 mw‘* COLETN TN INDIC.Tx BACLS FOR S:ME:

. gu.enetad Last Saw
. NAME TN FULL i _g:_'m SF:&.I. N0 b Becwe  Lignned Crash Forced Landing
dohn M. lishoe. Gapt, GHNNNN X

ATy

i 5 o A S S S S

mrm e —— 4 s e o s SARE e - S S —— g S S — o —

e e, SR T S ——

1

. IF PERSONNEL ARE BELIEVED TO [AVE SURVIVCD, CUETK OKE OF VT FOLLOWING:
(3) Parachutes weré used ( )} Persors scen welking awsy irom scens of srash
of: ) Ang, uther r&a'so_ni\spc-ﬂm;_ 2 :

-

e "y ' r by s £ rasY '
ATTRLHT 18 HN INCLOSUES T0 THIS LEPURT, EITM JJAIIL PPO’F‘O{H AP, HMAP, CHART,
OR SKETCII, -;HO’JING APPRORLIATE LOu TI1CH WHERE AIRCRA}‘T V:AS Lh-:'l‘ uE'N.

ATTFCH', A8 INOLOSUPE& 70 THIS FEPOET ’ E!EWT']NF..JU ESCRIFTTONu OF CRASH,
: FORCED LANDING, OR OTHER CIRCURSTLNCES PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCRAFT.

- ATTHGH, AS AN INCLOSURE 10 UHI5 REPOKT, £ DESCEIPTION OF 1HE EXTENT OF
SEWCH, IF INY, il GIVE §.0E, R.NK, /30 SERTAL NUMHER OF OFFICEL, IN
LRGE HERE:” (if ro search, so stole giving rcacon) No seareh was m!.de due to

{ _Dblanes being over enemy teriitory and undergoing attack by enemy ers,
Date of this Report: 1 June 19kk.

.._; 1

: ; _ © Signeture of Cfficer &) %ﬂdﬁ

i g Incls: OHN W. MORRIS,

: Major, Air Corps,

; . Incl 1 - Sketches of approx location of E Gcmdg, 776th Bombardment Sq (H).

aireraft last seen (§ copies) ‘4

jInul 2 - Eye Witness Report of Capt. Nance ?3 copiesg
- Incl 3 - Bye Witness Report of Sgt. Neuhaus(8 Copies
‘Inel h ]We ‘Nitness B.eporb o:t’ 24 I.t. Scherer« (8 Gapies)

NET . R
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Lt Enndricks had droppad back m this cripple____formation i
becauae he was una'ble to k;eep up wi.th the mnin grw.&or bo:nbers. Ho - '

t .ontinuad this excellant job of fmation ﬂying wi&}x extram

S 'ffdiaaamntage. in 5pite or the fact that practicall? A1 of h“ g‘m

" had’ "Eben pmvimsay silanc:ed. ‘until two bombors of. the four-ship
-y farmatiqn had *baen ahot down by figbters. Then there wera 'l'-wo atr- 7
& craft rema:}ning of. the o;‘iginal fOur-ahip rormtwn. .

-

ﬁze fighters took advantage of ‘the b‘ixlc‘l apot created by the
. loss of guna h: plane #969 imd raksd him thorouaﬂy w"ith gunr;tre.

e _-"ms ahip mow:d awqy from thé had ship. 16wered his whasle and baiha

'-":-__.;twa (2) mpn out in rapid suceesaion tor indicate to the righ‘bera 'rmﬁ:
- ‘his. mcnaft waa titkiahad e_nd that he dehired a chame 170 bail 'out

In spit’e of an this. -the fightera oon»timoa to 'F:i.‘l'o

npon him vigqn‘eualy pressing homa eaeh attack.

* " A to‘hal of two {2) parachutes were seen to bloaaom n'om the
gurerart ond. tha ship, thmg: 10 doubt dcamed. vus lest seen 4411 in -_
,'.its feeble e?«fort to fly but losing altimdc reﬁidly. :

}'e/ John W, Nanee.
/t/ mm w. NANCE, =




gi@gxi&uz

w8

: *1 m fmng tan gu.n pmﬂ:ion in ship 402 about 1500 yards in
front o:!' the torhat:loh that waa hit by flak and fightera and could sse

i

a‘bnut 12 figbtors attack the atrnggling rour-ahip formatian. The
on].y ship I saw was lmockaed out was 8 silver plano, mrkinga of which

g ¢ cuu;lﬂ not mﬂm ‘out end its stabll!:zu- wag torn off and spinnina dom

‘&he plane'*dropped into; fspin into a valley through whieh a rher waa

rutming. I couldn't see whathar or not tha xp‘.lana hurst ﬂwo flames a:tar -

craahing but ’f[ think tho pla:np ﬁ:lt tﬁa riirea' hetweeu “the. 'ho valleys.

Iﬁring the entire scene of the action 1 eould not aae any parachu‘b"'

me rraux any of the planesf;;at were. hit. 'Ihe Iast\ Mt of :l.nfomtion

'r

that 1 cen offw 18 that the 'l;erra:ln in vhich the ditp that raa nit crsah "

/a/ mtin n. mm"
/t/ mmmm _nnmm. -
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SUBJECT: Transmittal of Missing Air Crew Report.
TO : Commanding Officer, Hg. 464th Bombardment Group (H), APO 520, U.S. ﬁrmy.

1. Transmitted herewith are .the Missing Air Crew Reports on combat crews
assigned to this Squadron missing in action as of 29 May 1944, near Atzgerdorf,

Austria:

1st Lt.
2nd Lt.
2nd Lt.
2rad Lt.
T/Sgby
T/Sgt.
T/Sgt.
" Sgt.
S/sgt.
S/8gt.

2. Subject personnel are battle casualties as defined by paragraph
2, Section II Circular #10, NATOUSA, dated 24 Jaruary 194).

3. Battle Casualty Report forwarded your Headquarters 29 May 19%44.

1 Incl:

Incl 1 - Missing Air Crew Report w/4 Incls. (7 copies)

776th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) V8 /re
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING .OFFICER
APQO 520 U.S. Army

1 June 1944.

'm
(lOZh; HENDRICXS, RAYMOND E. MIA
(102,) HERGENROTHER, PHILIP E. MIA
(1035) McWEENEY, KENNETH J. MIA
(103L) WILLIAMS HAROLD I. MIA
- (748) O'Rourke, Johu M. MIA
'{757) Samson, Roland J. MIA
(748) Brothers, Arthur (N4I) MIA
(748) Wiley, Thomas B. MTA
(74,8) Fosmire, George A. MTA
(612) Sinnovt, Colfer N. MIA

Iﬁ2:>zllbiq;
JOEN W. MORRIS,

Major, Alr Corps,
Commanding.

i
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HEADQUARTERS b
GOODFELLOW FIELD
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

cenothe 1 1y

ST Intervn-ation nf roprer drieorers ol ap
X r Coarvnaniing Genwral, army oalr Farces, .silncton 25, 0.0,
abitn: Fervsonal avf=irs  Tanic,, <o 431% uanltions uilcin-t

1., in coamilance with vour TWX aFPlo “ruy, <3 Jgf 45, the folioving
irtoermation is submltied:

b sarve wf casuaity: doloid ee 3aMmson, -

S.  aanar et

¢e orow Fosition: Leit walst .unner

de wate last seen: <% oy L

i }

2. i )ace last seen:r .t tiwe of Luke-off lor vombin- :ission over

“ilernerstadt, austria

f. uJircumstances of loss of aircraft: 4t anproximit "l,y 12wL on 29

lay dde we ver hit oy flak near hjernerstadt, , dustria, causin: tne fallure of

two of pur erines. we continued to return to our base 45 4 strazsier and were
asain ged by :‘:ne:ny fivhter aircraf® ooutn ; furoslavia. aipout five
rilnuteg dater the pilot: rave the order to bail onk because the aircraft was losing
altitude. it tiat time our altitude was avoroximately 7300 feet and there was a
10,0 feet mountain rarnve.in the directicn of the return Lo cur base. “ur inter-
none communicuatlon svstem was also shot out. L bailed oubt throusrh tae nose wheel,

T« anown information: 1 was navigator on tnis mission,.. Durinz my
descent oy narachute, 1 w_the Lit tne sround, explode, and burn. I landed
on the side of the r:llff and theMﬁMﬁ@MLﬁIﬁwg Teet
to nv ri ~‘:3t, aorroximately Two miles Ffasf of Bosn :ruopa, sreatia. 1 was also
durins my descent ov rifle fire from.the.onound, [ saw three paraghutes
when i was descendinz, but i could not distinzuish whether the mer were remvers of
my grew or anotner 3-2L from thie gauadron wnich was shot down in the immediate

ghpitv., after 1 landed, n3 wiile I was walting . a3 e eIman
efficints, 1 walxed over to bthe wreckanse of the aireraft and cir ed the air-
erait from the right cide around th;‘_mmgect,_ n M_Lﬂ&,;m_glmt‘na
glape, o could not ou:wrve the fm.. I ; o@ca-lse Lhe plane was
Wvil™ 4t tne ed-e of 5 CITel,. L -’}—f‘ﬁai' —Lrom
tne olane, 4 saw tiree bodies ai Gnl.}.uted c“cvw Une body

vas logated pear of tae jelt waist windov; tne second voldy was logited rear o] the
T ot walst vindoi, ~03 Lne Unird Loay #2s located rear o The rishbt wing between

se oodies VErs outside ol tne airplane. could

y becaus: of thelP torTTlion, but | knew Lhey

vwere enllsted en ueCanse they wiere we.rin: blue heated _ivipns Sulls, L was not
permitted to e U “EToinin-: of Lie enlisted e, NOr was i nermittsed to

3earci Larou T L€ vreckacr,  ourvivors on Lnis mission ver- ist-Lt. .iobert {

not £l tuese oodi€s visual
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sl ted,  udets od Lh, 1 atlkid ek e lioty 1 L. cegeta d,
Ygheenev, sonhar tery o, dt cohin s W) ek ocd Lasde evaideds  ae nadoa
areaew l_,;' Len e . T ——
e Hear say spfopr,ationt I Prady e BT kla LCatdner i.n
rew Lok SJibhT oangd ae cater ol e Lyt T RRUERR | s T ToREE A SR I S L - A
e arn sang Lgst Liraee LTS Looar ooy L ore dn S h tre coartisans

knew Lnal o 1.
ore ssed Lie vl

Tl o Ty L2 3 -
t,x____ L whizans e'(

-
R i Fo< by Ll };

desoet

QUTLE - fgm
S — he

L, JT

TArled Liat e s ,.;ot,

ab aurin-~ aild cesoent,

-d Lt. wcert coris and o0 cirklan ., tngse FIrst naeae &40 nob
recali, YN0 wers erec c@0ePS 0n wlother sed. 137 ONP o uatran Loaeb vas <ol
Law sue VL **_!".'.--.' A3 0OUD | audd VLS, L0 e Laal v e he s L ure scenGin?

caraannte, ey

descent, | could nob detor ins
ren ryr nlane nroanot er «dh.

e S PRI Y . et o~ _: s Brel I S _.’. g | 1o
Tey T, AlMD, o tntrers. Ffalps ot e, — Ol Liow PFlel), lexas
2 Ty ok :‘::; L) '"‘1"’"5. 1 e

it s rouzille gt L:‘.,. ris i Mo eirkland were confuind, dccause durine ny

¥ - i * R |
* 420 Feve . sarnchiubes cestendinT from our oiudie,

v boer Lae baree carachubes ooaw descend o, o ere

/M,( w(,cé,.w

Jy,1st i,

I
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HEADQUARTERS e
GOODFELLOW FIELD e
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS ) P
osoveaoer 1945

SURIEST: interrocation of Former irisoners of Jar

T t lommandin-~ jeneral, Army alr Forces, Washin -ton 25, .0,
attnt Fersonil affairs sranch, woem 4,715 cuni- lons mildin-
1. in compliance with wonr TWX ~FPTP3 31209, 24 Jen L5, tiw fellowing

inforation is sumitted:

1. tame of casuazlty: Aarthur Jrothers, CHNEEND
b. zan<: 1/37t

¢, wurew Position: airht walst cunner

4. uate 1ast geent 29 iy L4

. e.. Flace l.st seesn: At time of take—off for vombing mission over
slernevstadt, austria :

f. Clircunstances of loss of aireruit: At a zroxiasately 1200 on 29
Yay 4Li we were ait o- Jlak near wi-rnedstads, Twstria, cansins the failure of
two of our en~in-3, e coi: itinued to ruburn Lo our base as a sbrascler and were
azain gttacied by ensay “i-hter alv:raft south of ‘'ras, Yuvoslavia., About five
minutes later the riloh save the orias fHa "Ll nob Lecause the alrcralt was ;
losinz <ltitude. AL tng = ur altitude was asproximatdy 7200 feet and there
was a 1J,00u feetb --iour-..*.\ i ~ in tne direction of the return to our bhase. Gur
lxtarwnone communization ss3tem was alsoc shot out. + bailed out throuzh the nose
vheel.

>, mnovn information: 1 was navigator'en this mission. During my
descent by parachute, 1 saw the plane hit the ~rounc, =xplode, ind burni I landed.
“n the side of the cliff and the plane landed at the base of the cliff 600 feet

o my rirht, approximately two miles East of Dan Hruppa, Jroatia. I was also
shot at durin= my descent by rifle fire from the srofnd. 1 saw three parachutes
when I was descending, but I could not distinsuish whebther the men were nembers
of my crew or another H-2iL froa the gruadron :hich was sot down in the immsdiate
vicinity. after 1 landed, and while 1 was waitin- to be taken to the Jerman of-
ficials, I walked over to the wreckase of -the aircraft and dircumvented the air-
eraft frem the ri-ht side around the tail section and to the left side of the
rlane. I could not observe the front section of the plane because the plane was
lyins ab the edte of o eliff, 41 was not permitted te «et more than 10 feet fram
‘the. plane, 1 saw three bodies of enlisted crew memners of our crew. . Cne body
was located rear of the left waist window; the second body was located rear of
tne richt waist vindow, and the taird body was located rear of the right wing
between wo. 3 and L enzines. aAll of these bodles were outside of the airplane.
I could not idenlify these vodies visually oascause of their condition, but I knew!:
they were enlisted men because they were wea:iny blue heated [liying sult.s. B
vas not permitted to search tie clotninz of the enlisted men, nor was L permitted -
to search through tile wreckage. 1 saw . pair of low cut shoes in the vicinity




of the blane that & fde-tified 13 "Helon -in- Lo u-t. orothers. .vever, it Lie
time we bariled ount {hi tae orew vere vearin- [} rin- boots., o wvors on Lhe
mission were 1st Lt, "nhert .endriaks, oilehy 24 Lb, Inwillie “er onrotisl, 2o~
pilot; 4 Lt. »enneth J, wgueaner, homvardier; /374 Jdohn .. Lliour<ss  aill of
these evaded, we had a srer of Len aen.

e dearsay laformation:  Inoawust 45, 4 zas sb, Laeeney Inocaw
York vit: snd e inforied me thal vwhen e iandel oy carichutbe, ne Deari Jroa
tue parbisans thit three wenbors of our crew vera dead, wd . ob Loe  artisang
krese Bhat 1 hwd oesn cwcbured.  wgaeeney Jurtner gtaled thal L e part.sang ex-
pressed the view polnb Lhal the (ro other crew cemoers Juay wve .een ghobt elther

J

durin -+ their descent, or ufter they Llanded. acoeeney rasarked thit he was shot
ab durin- his descent.

<d Li. Kobert voris and /U nirsiand, whose first name 1 do not
recali, who were crev members on another =24 from our 2 .uadron tnat vwas shot
dovn in the sare vicinityr as our plane vas, told =me Ll when they were descdnding
by '"-“ac"lhtr, they thousht they sav seven narachutes descendinr fran ocur ~lune.
It Is possibr  that Lt. Joris and F/C tirkland vere cornlused, vec.use durins my
descent ~ could not determine whether the three narac wtes I saw descending were
!rom ny plane or another ji=34.

HARCLD I. #ILLTA'S, 18t Lb, AC
eer 03, AFTHC, attniPers.affairs Off, \,--,bl5,., scodfellow vield, [exas
ce: 27, AAFOFTC,Abtniters,ffairs Off.
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HEADQUARTERS
GOODFELLOW FIELD fh.is sOdw
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS
3 pdovember 1945

SUBJEIT:  Intervooablon of rorser Urisoners of sar

vommandine seneral, Aray Alyr Forces, washin-ton 25, D.C.
Attn: Personal Affairs 3raach, Hoea L3515 cunitions suilding

1. in compliance vitn vour WX &FFrs 3oy, <3 Jep 45, the Tollowing
information is suomitted:

a. Hame of casualty: Colfer .. sinnot, NN

be nmank: 35/5:t

privierih iy

c. Gorew Positicn:

d. Date last seen: 29 Yay Lk
y

e, Place 1ast seen: At time of take-off for bombins amission over
Wrernerstadt, Austria

f. <Zircumstances of loss of aircraft: At approxim.itely 120U on 29
Yay L4 we were hit by flak near wiernerstadt, Austria, causing the failure of
two of our engines. we continued to return to our base as a stragcler and were
arain attacked by enemy {i=hter aircraft South of Oras, Iugoslavia. About five
minutes later the pilot cave the order to sall out because the aircraft was losing
altitude., At that time our altitude was approximately 7800 feet and tere was a
10,000 feet mountain range in the direction of the return to our base. Uur inter-
vhone communication system was also shot out. 1 bailed out throuzh the nose wheel.

Z. Hnown information (eve witness only): I was navizator on this
migsion. During my descent by paracnute, I saw the plane hit the ground, explode,
and burn. I landed on the side of the c¢liff and the plane landed at the base of
the ¢liff 40U feet to my right, arproximately two miles East of Bosn Aruppa,
Croatia, I was also shot at during my descent by rifle fire from the ground. I
saw three parachutes when I was descending, but 1 could not distinguish whether the
men were members of my crew or another B-2L from the squadron which was shot down
in the lmmediste vicinity. after I landed, and while I was waiting to be taken
to the German officials, I walked over to the wreckage of the aircraft and cir-
cumvented the aircraft from the right side around the tail section a.d to the left
side of the pline. L could not observe the front section of the plane because the
plane was lyinz at the edge of a e¢liff. 1 was nol permitted to get more than 10O
feet from the plane. L saw thmee bodies of enlisted crew members of our crew. Une |
dedy was located rear of the left waist window; the second body was locuted rear
of the right waist window, and the third body was located rear of the rizht wing
between .o. 3 and 4 encines. All of these bodies were outside of the airplune. 1
could not identify these bodies visually because of tieir condition, but I knew
they were enlicted mcn because Lhey were wearing blue heated flying suits. 1 was
not permitted to search the clothing of the enlisted men, nor was I permitted to
gsearch throuch the wreckage. Burvivors on this mission were lst Lt, Hdobert




dendricks, siloty 2d Lt #rillip der wnrother, cespliloty 2d L. henneth i
ioWeeney, sombardiery T/3< «ohn -, Clwurke, 4ll of Luese evaded, we had a
erew ol Lan men.

he earsar indocrationt .n au-ust 1ve5, i saw ub. LCheeney in
Mew Iork City and he informed ae buab wnen he lsnded by rarachubte, he heard {rom
the oariiszans that three members of our orew were dead, and taabt tne osartisang
knew that i had Leen cartured. ic¢eeney further stated Lnat the rartisang ex=
rressed the vier point that tie tvo other crew msembers may have been s0ot either
durine thelr cdescent, or after they landed, .¢hiceney remarced tnat he was shot
at durine nkls descent.

2d Lt. Robert Jaris snd r/C frkland, wibse fiPst nw e 1 do not
recall, who were crew nembers on another u=24 from our Jruadron that was shot
down in the same vicinity as our plane wis, told me tnat when they were degcending
from thelr plane by parachute, they thout Lasy saw seven parachutes descending
from our plane. It is possible that Lt, Joris and F/O ikirkland were confused,
because during my descent 1 could not deteritine whether the three parachubes I
saw descendings were from my nlane or another “-2j4.

NanoQQ (.00 thic.

HARCLD I, ﬁIILEAlﬁ, lst Lt, AC
ec: O, AFTRC, atbn: Fers.affairs Off, U=301534, woodfellow Field, Texas
ec: Ga, AaFCFTC, attn: Fers.affairs Gff,
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HEADQUARTERS
GOODFELLOW FIELD
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

T Eiow

9 wavenver 1y45
SUBJECT: interrogation of Former Iriseners of jar

sommanding seneral, Army Alr Forces, washington 25, D.C.
attn: fersonal affairs Sranch, Jdoom 47315 .unitions cullding

—ay
14

e

1. In compiiance with your TW{ AFFPS -90%, 28 sep 45, the following
information is submitted:

a. Hame of casualty: .eorsze A, Fosmire, HENNEED

b, Hank: S/3zb
c. Crew Fositiont
4, wdate last seen: 29 lay LL

e. Flace last seen: Orawlines tnroush catwalk in nose section of
our B-24 plane just before I bailed out,

f. Jlircumstances of loss of aircraft: At arproximately 1200 on 29
¥ay 44 wé were hit by {lak near #lernerstadt, aus tria, causing the failure of

two of our enrines. We conti- - o return to ir base as a straggler and wers
again attacked by enemy fich sralt 3outh -f Gras, Yugzoslavia. Ahout five
minutes later the pilot save jer to bail out because tne airaraft was
losing altitude. At that ti - zltitude was approximately /300 feet and there
was a 10,000 feet mountain r- 1 the direction of the return to our base. Cur
interphone communication syst zlso shot out. I bailed out through the nose
wheel,

g2. Enown infeormation: I was navigator on this mission. During my
descent by parachute, I saw the plane hit the ground, explode, and burn. 1
landed on the side of the cliff and the plane landed at the base of the cliff
cOuv feet to my right, approximately two miles East of Bosn Kruppa, Coratia. 1
was also shol at during my descent by rifle fire from the ground. I saw three
parachutes when I was descending, but I could not distinguish whether the men
were members of my crew or ancother 3-24 from the sosuadron which was shot down
in the immediate vicinity. After I landed, and while I was waltinz to be taken
to the German officials, I wmlked over to tne wreckage of the aircraft anc cir-
cumvented the aircraft from the right side around £ 2 tail section and to the
left side of the plane, I could not observe the front section of the plane
because the plane was lying at the edge of a cliff. I was not pemitted to get
more than 10 feet from the plane., 1 saw three bodies of enlisted crew members
of cur crew. Une body was located rear of the left waist window: the second
oody was located rear of the right waist windwo, and the tnird body was located
rear of the risght wing between No, 3 and 4 engines, 4ll of these obodies were out-
side of the airplane, 1 could not ifentify these bodies visually because of their:
condition, but I knew they were enlisted men because they were wearing olud heated

flying sufts. I was not permitted to search the clothing of the enlisted men, nor




wag I permitied to seareh bLhrow h Lhe wregka s, . w last Llie + saw o L,
Fosmdre he was Sraviin - Yirow 'k the gateslk in Lne nose section to =l "is
seal. vack parachuble fust ocefore . opiled out. 1w in2linad to celieve that
the wody « 8 v ri:nb oenind the .o, 2 and 4 ~n ine was ort. rFosaire Juc Lo the
pozition he was ln vhen « left the ¢l ne,

e wearsay nforationt  an alcust 1945 4 saw Lb. ~Cldceney in aew
York o't~ and e iniommed me thal when he landed oy racaciaube, he ieard Irom
the partisans toat thpee mombers of our erev were dead, wd toab tne partisans
wnew that I had been zart ared. aCegeney jurt «wr stabted wnat Lhe [ artisans oxe
tressed the view polnt bLhat the to oltner cerew e~ berssiay have been snot either
durin< taeir descent, or after they landed. . cweeney roarked tit ne wig shob
at durin- ails descent.

«d Lt, wobert doris and [/0 eairkland, whose [irst nawel do not
recall, vho were crew meubers on another =24 from our Jou-dron thal vas ghot
dovn In the game vicinity as our plane wag, "0ld re Lhat when they were qescunding
by paraciube, they thou-ht they sam seven par: ichutes descendine {roa our plane,
it is oosub] that Lt, deris ind F/0Q kirkland were confused, bccause durin- my
descent 1 could not deterrine whether tne taree narachutes I saw descending “vere
from my plane or anather REVI N

i
HALD I, BILLINAS, 1st «t, AC
Je: O, aFTWC, attniPers. affairs uff, U=-301534, oodfellow Field, Texas
Cer Ci, AnI'JFIC, ibtn: Pers.affairs off.
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GOODFELLOW FIELD

SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

Y wovember 1Y45

SURJECT: Interrozation of Former rrisoners of ar

T + vomaandine seneral, army Air forces, .ashington 25, D.C.

attnt Personal affairs francn, woom 4315 kunitions Jullding

l. In compliance with your .JwX ArvEs 3909, 29 Jep 45, the follovwing
infermation is submitted:
a. wawme of casnaliy: shomas 4. dley
b. uwank: serseant

¢. orew position:

d. oate list seen: <9 ilay L4

e, Flace last seen; at time of take-off for bombinz mission over
tiernerstadt, Austria

f. Jircumstanees of loss of .ircraft: At aporoximatelyl200 on 29

Pay 44 ®e were hit by flak near Wiernerstadt, Austria, causing the failure of
two of our engines. .e continued to return to our base as a stragzler and

were again attacked by enemy fizhter aireraft South of “Jras, Yugoslavia. About
five minutes later the pilot zave the order to ball out becauss the aircraft was
losing altitude. At that time our altitude was approximately 7300 feet and
there was a 10,000 feet mountain range in the direction of the retum to our
base. OQur interphone communication system was glso shot out. I bailed out
through the nose wheel.

g. Known information: I was navigator on this mission. During

my descent by parachute, I saw the plane hit the ground, explode, and burn., I
landed on the side of the cliff and the plane landed at the base of the cliff
600 feet to my right, approximately two miles East of Bosn druppa, Croatis, I
was also shot at durin: my descent by rifle fire from the ground. I saw three
parachutes vhen I was descending, out I could not distinzuish whether the men
were members of my crew or another B-24 from the same siuadron which was shot
down in the immediate vicinity. After T landed, and while I was waiting to be
taken to the ‘rerman officials, I walked over to the wreckage of the aircraft and
circumvented the aireraft from the risht side around the tail section and to the
left side of the plane. 1 could not observe the front seetion of the plane
because the plane was lying abt the edge of a cliff. I was not permitted to get
more than 10 feet from the plane. I saw three bodies of enlisted crew members
of our crew., One body was located rear of the left waist window; the second
body was located rear of the rizht waist window, and the third body was located

rear of the right wing between io. 3 and 4 engines,

all of tnese bodies were

outside of the airplane.

I could not identify these bodies visually because of

their condition, put I knew they were enlisted men because they were wearing

blue heated flyine suits.

I was not permitted to search the clothing of the




enlisted men, nor eas i seruitied to search the clothin- of Lae enlizted men i
hoT was 4 per..tted vo search btaroursh tnae vreckase, while in this vidaily, one
of the native soldiers showed ne a calendar of a shiiladel;nia oavings sank or
Sociébyy This soldier sald that he plexed it up but did not srecify whether or
not 1L was {rom a body or tae viane wreckarte, L believe Lhis eard belonged to
Szt, Wiley beeauge he a8 the only crew member from Philadelphia. The survivers
on this nission were 18t I', Fobert lendricks, noilot; 2d Lt Fhlllip Herzenrother,
co-piloty 2d Lb. kenneth J, wcqeeney, bombardiier; I/sst John L. O'dourke. Aall

of these avaded. 42 had a crew of ten men.

' he Hearss» informatient In auwjust 1945, 4 saw Lt, wmcieeney in lew

’ York Jity and he informed me that when he landed by parachute, he heard from
the partisans that three members of our crew were dsad, and that the partisans
knew that I had been captured. Lcieeney further stated thiat the partisans exs
nressed the view point that the two other crow members may have been shot either
durins their descent, or after they landed, licWizeney remakred that he was shot
at durin: his 4 scent,

<d Lt. dobert <orls and /0 sirkland, whose first name I do not
recall, vho were crew members on another Je~24 from our 3wmadron that was ghot
dovn in the same vicinity as our plane wag, told me that when they were
descendinz by parachute, they thoucht they saw seven parachutes descending from
our plane, It is possible that Lt. Joris and ¥/0 Kirkland were confused,
because during my descent, I could not determine whether the three parachulbes
I saw descendins were from my plane or another B-2i,

NarolR . 00,20 s

HAROLD I. WILLIAMS, 1lst Lt, AC

ce® 3, AFTiJ, Attn: Pers,affairs Off, G, oodfellow Field, Texas
cct CF, AAFOFIZ, Attn:Pers.Affairs CFf,




