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T !!~~ " Wf.RDEPARTMEN'r
", 'b1.1. ~th-OOl L.- HE/.DQUAltTE.l\1':JJ~t ~ FOI,CES

bf ',. II. IaUINCHJap..' ""..'0 ViASHINGTON
~ . t ". t _
~.t IUD~,Q u141' ' ,. ~'.""., A:t .

nrPORT1.N'f:ThiG rcpoXlt \/ill b... conlpiled by c.:lch Arnw Air Fot'cvs orgrJ'\iz~t.ion
'Within .l~8 hours of tho tlnK. pE.rMMEJl t.rE; officill.Lly report va
trJ.ol3ing.

~»'tI/YJI4:.JI'tff,/Y .
ORGANIZATION:Loct.t!un}PO 520, c/o PAt, NI,NI. Co.UIII1D.tIdor AF :15th A3.. .

Grf\\.1)'J..64th Bollibardln$~ ~rqur.drl'tI776th BombardmentSq (H)

SPECIFY: Po.:int or Dc..pllrtl\J.'C1A.A,Fld. 9:(.0.1&, Ita.1:V' COurSl) Due North
TargetA~!S~i"c1~_'1'YPc cf !.\ia~'ion ~

~aoto17) Austria. .

WEATHERCONDITIONS AND VISIBILI'!'I A!r TTh"E OF C;:U\SH OR V:UENLJ.s'l' REPORTEDI

W~ther olear with e1:1&bthas~. ViribUity 10 to. 15 m:!J.es. net countq, tbe smoke'4{;;

G!VE: (l)' Date 29 Ua.v19M;' Tim!; l200 . Locatioll 4150.1St, N.. - 160. 4'1"
of laat kno'tm ,herF:!t.bouts ot nis3in~. drcraft. .

(b) Spc:scif)'whuth..r: () Last Sip'htud .( ) LMt Contactt:d by Radio.
( ) FQrc<;Q,Down (x) S..c;n to. Cr6.Sh; or
( ) Ini:ornlEtion .not avr..ilublc.

AIRCfU'.FTAS LOST, OR IS BELIEVEU'1'0HJ..'rE.B~ LOST, AS A hESt'-LTOF: (Chock
0Z1ly OUf:)

(X) En~11\Yllil'criU't ( ) EntlIWlinti-J>il'ct'U't ( ) Otbot' cbcUIIIst.anoasas .
tellows:SbipWaIS oJ'i'P'P1ed1:ttflak and finished bY' eneav 1'iltbters.. r- . . . .

. AIRCRAf'T:' Typo, Mo(j~l & Series B-~-H AAf Sorie.l No 14-2$9~'/. i

ENGINES: ~EJ~ UOdcl ~ $\:riU$ . . ~1S3~3 , MF Sori.u No (a)()P~93OJ6,;~.
.'., "

(b) Qo.-'303067 .,' (c) OP~~O~O~ . (d) OP...,",02602 ..' ).

INST:t.i.tEnWJ.<.:AP.QNS~'(Fur:msh b~low !C<.ke, ~~ Seri4l !iumbor) . .', ,".. (a.~~ $(1)1.9J,..So cal ~ (b). . Sub UG, .50 ct3r'IIJ~'~'" <';:'~':':.
(,11) .' It". II .,'.. (fi) . 11 If " It, , ... ';", "j,'
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~k~~~ ~IS~~. am>oR~~~1J:(iY) B&ttla CAS~t7 . t ) NOn~D&t:L~~~,.,'{;,

\. .NinmmOF PF.RSONS"AlIOARDAmcrJ.FT: Crew 10 pe.$8engers--2.-Tot&~ Jb.
(Stnrting with "PUotll rurnish.thtJ i'ollow:tng. pnrtioulars; it more than _ .'

persons ware aboE.rd list 1::11IuilarpL.rticu.l&rs ,,~ 3~part>tt: shu(.t &netr.tt110n to;
this rom) . :'
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. '.'f,. ..
,.. iD~i'J:FY SELOWTHOSEP.ERI;IO~SWHOMtE fjEJ.,':r:~}:DT0 t~AVEf../.5'r Y~(\\'iLEDGF.OF /',or:r,-

Ca,WT' foND CHIiX~I( APPHOPii.IATS (on4r Ol\f)~' l'OL\~.i.'Ij 1'1'\ ll-stX(;..'f'E BAns },)\{ Sd!E:
,i.c' .; '. ~)i.c..,.,,..t.~rj La.::;t S.w:

'" Nl\ME.,J11" F:tILL :.J~~".~,?Ear.~1N9 ..!2;.LJJF..t:!:.(, ~gil!!.<l1 £:-:~~11r2!,~(1 L:md.il1~

..'.' :';"':f~"JI.;.;','t'I~fi\~'" .' '.i.~';. .8IiIIIL ~.~~ L-._.__.____. ~ ~ ~. .~- =lllt J.t-._-_.._--
sf.~614d~.. '.~ 'S/IIt..' ..(NIfI!) . ~_M..~ _ ._-X.. .......__..__._
- .~-- -, I ~.. __.___

,. -- --- -.--
'" -----....--..-.---

!. II" PERSONNEL A.JiE B..v.LH.:V£!.1TO ~{J,n SUhVIVW. C~E;I( OJl'E Uf' 'L1~El'OLLOViJ.NG:

. . (2.) Parachutes ware. <load ( ) Persor S 6\.:')0 Wt.l.kinr. a.'.vrsyfrom sce:lO of crDsh

"iJ,.~! othe.~ ftlB.Sp'nJ(.sf.()d+~~, >' ' ..

:;;',.:.' i;~:.;.~ .; . . ".:. · ,'lA$~~: e;";.i""
~:~); . A¥i'-ACH:"1-;'S' ANINCLOSfJiiETO THIS r..E?CJR'l',EITlMi tJ"".rtHL'PHOTOOfiA1-'I!,UAP~ CHART,

Ji.';t ,.OR ;)Iqi;TCtI, saail1NG A,npROJU;lIJiTELOGNflCN'Y(1iE11E~ORAFT v.AS ~T SEm.
~~~,,~.,.,\"., . ,. r' , :: . . . ,-_' . ~ ,.' . I..'

';:,... A'l"fICn, 1.8 1NCLOSUR~TO TIlrs P.EPOr:r, j!:Y!<)/I'r'h'lF"SSDESCRIPTIONSOF CRASH,
~.. . F91iCED ~ING, OROTHERCI~CU!,:S'1'iu~CF,sPEn'l'lIDUNGTO MISSING,A:mCRliF'T~....:;.. - ... . . .

':''';~;'.i:~J:OUj AS ~, Th?If>S~JYjE T~ };Hr5 ~O!t'l'?,. f. i.JESCI\IPTIO~ OF 'rp.~ EX'rEt~T C>F
. ~,;:~.,;::3fi;i.MH,IF .~, I;'MuiIVE r:.J.:i., R.-l.K, h:,'..SERHL NU?rnI:nOF.OrFICEr.. Il~
;..:t;;:"..~~E.HERE:.. (if no sel!-rcl1, sn st.;;:::'e-g:ivlng :rca~on) N08e~h,fts dele due to .5

'en . '~3i8tIs~ beiriit over ___ terMtory' end undergoinP:att~eJ1~er8:.
ti~~.~...1. . ,. .~{. . .

Data of thisReport: 1 June 1944-
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:~ '::\C~-:~:,',;;..:'~'.:'''''\:~lf:.t;,B!t1ib1cib<en;'plane ,~69~ 'wift. No.3' en8ine t.atheredand
~~/~}.~.:. <':;,,'. ,..,;;,.::.-. ':. "':': " ':) ~ """ ::, :":::~,..' . " " /1' '.." .'. '~.:':.f;t!

fj¥,,,':'\>",:,:~'~"~\~~~""P\Q~"~~~ '~84~. u~ed.,~;y fhk, enq gun: tir~ 4Tcm.t:tght~" ." . :i.:~~
~'t':,,":."::.f:I.':. ~'."i:':~~':''?<-';;'\''''~ :'~':"-.,,"" .'\.'. ;10., -'., '. t . . "i.! .~ -'/fT' ..,' ,: .~ ~\ ,". "s4 ;.;.~:

~~.1::.:~ .':;;.:Jf~;:'::.,:::~:.¥~:.~:t~~ ~,~e~u.tlijl" f<?rmatiohOJ!', tJ1&. _'fD8'o1";8~ot~er: a~e!.' ,d;;<', "', . .:~.~:~:~~.

~~J~:{;i.r.\{:':.:i. ",:~,:}\;:,~:,".,.:~':;;,r'~'.:',:T:"<~,:<'::'. ',:'..'.' . /<.' . ". .' .: ".', ';:'~"">':'<'" . '. ":':A~'i:'.
~"'<"''''''''''''t'' <t1S.cUY.:eti,pplec\"" '. c,' '. ..,~' . .JlI,

ri~:;.:~\,.~~.;:.:.~~/.t;.!..:~:'.": ,;,,"/:' }', .~.'::., ':.~ '., "~'..,' .:' '. '" .," ':" :': '" . '.. -.:':. <:i":': '. . .~.:~~~~<

~~:it~t:'r~z; ::": '~"'" . ,,'r ;.~!;;...,/'!here '\'''81'1; tbJ'-ee' ~t t J,jrlbt v8r!¥ ,Claise tbS(!itber:~'or '. . ' . " '.<~1.

I~~';rr'~\:~'~;,:;" '. ".:,~.\,." 'r.. ,.i<. . '. " ." "." ',.' ,. ,. . ,'" '\. ,' ..' ,~ ;. ,{,'q

~;:~'vif~:$~:;-:~\! ,: ~.;i:~~i:'powe;:"',andat~th'.a~~tb4t.'rie/t>l¥in8' 8.~~JMu;e ,,,>:, ...;: ' .':~~~

~~.t?::{,~. / . '::". . " ..; .":1 i :;' ' ,,' ~: . ". '. . '\;~"~"" '.", ' ':,~~'~
k:.

.

:, ~'i: ;:':': .':' :Lti:u...h.ic'!Ie ;a4aro»
.

p.d ~i ;1n
.

~h18 ~r;p;1J.:f~$~': '." <::::,
't~;;l' .",": '" -< :, .,.' ."0 <it..'. ":'.' ' .~:r ' -::". ..' ~c., "i")..:o'::;
ri~/:;'.": ';'.' becau1!eh~j8'..,un8b1e .t(> '1WcS.v,\ip.~1:~' ~h~' main#b\1). of' 'b-_ereJ. . .$ . .'. '.~'~~

~F;,~:"::::;~.'~'~d';~~~.i~ht.j~:of~~t.~~t~ ~~t .-r~..',:. . '. , . .'

'f:'.;:':'!~;:'.\~: ;.: ,~1~a~~.~~e:~~'.in Spit'~..~t,tb_t.ao~.that~8~~icalli ~1l.9t,.h.i~..~' .'
'>':"',,:.:;,':-:' ,I",' "~'" .. '. . ',., ~.. ..~,t'" ./, '.. ~.<. '_ ,... ." ;.~ ',. ',~ '. . " ' .: '.. , .

/?:::"':. . :::" ';: Jtaa'..i)~e~..'~~~Ob8JiS;~J:~c:.d~~~t11 ~bQn~er8 .ot.,..th~,~~~8biP'",,"
.P~'~:.:.~.i~.'~'~'.:'~~~ .'. : ,~'''.''''.J.::'';;. \;.".\~..:,,'" : . ..t. .. ~ . ..~...1 J

.;.'~.;...,: .':../"'_ ;~..:ff:xrm&~~~h;$,~1>e~u. '8~O:t'.4~:by.. t'~ters. ''1beJltb,~e wer~~"o" ~:l~,,:,';i~.. ,,~ .. .. .
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~. ~..:.../'. ' .. .: ~. . ., ~~.4 _~ t.,:" 't..,' . {:.;,' . ..r: :.~~...,... >_,~~:;~':
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' :'~:f'. _.': ... ;r,. .,.' , ~:, . '., ...~~..,...~..
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776th BOMBARDMENTSQUADRON"(H)
OFFICEOF THE COMMANDI..OFFiCER
APO520 U.S. Army

" .

JW1{jrc

1 June 194h.

',:,i'cA",_:..;:
"

. ."
~..'

SUBJECT: Transmitta.1of Missing Air' Crew Report.

TO : Comma.nding Officer, Hq. 464th Bombardment Group (H), APO 520, u.s. trr.-rq.

1. 'l'ranStDitted herewith are .the Missing Air Crew Reports on combat crews
assigned to this Squadron missing ~n action as or 29 May 1944, near Atzgerdorf',
Austt"ia: ,;if

.f\
1st Lt. (1024) HENDRICKS,RAYMONDE.
2ndLt. (1024) HERGENRQ'l'HER"PHILIP E.
2nd Lt. (1035) ¥c\\'EEN1!.'Y,KENNETHJ.
2r.c1TJt. ('1034) WILLIAMS, HAFOLDI.
T/Sgt '. ,(7,48) O'Rourke, John M.
T/Sgt. .(7$7) Samson, Roland J.
T/Sgt. (748) Brothers, Arthur. (NMI)
Sgt. (748) Wiley, ThomAS B~
S/Sgt. (748) F'osmire, George A.
S/Sgt. (612) Sinnott, Colfer N.

MIA
'MIA
MIA
MIA
MIA
MIA
UIA
MIA
MIA
MIA

2. Subject personnel are battle casualties as defined by. paragraph
2, Section II Circular #l0, NATOUSA,dated 24 JanuaTY'1944.

3. Battle Casualty Report ft>rwareed your' Headquarters 29 May1944.

~~cJn~/'~~ W. MORRIS,
Major, Air Corps,
Commanding.

1 Inel:

Incl 1 -Missing Air Crew Report w/4 Incls. (7 copies)

'.
1.\
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IoICADQUARTSRS
eK)ODFELLO" RELD

SAN A..eCLO, TQCAS

.;,)f1:",.r. En,' ;er.~r;;J" "r-'~'.' "i.:- \ rce'>, . \~ ii:1't,\:m 21,

...t.t.r.: l-~r:)onal oLl°;-.:,,;rs r.1.il~.., :'.-: :..";1:1 ,trt:tioI1S

1. l.f: co~nlb[.ce with 'r0ur -.'.:\ ,d'l'! ~ ."-;..;'1, ..;" ..je, 45,
ir~or:,~t ion is sU'.):J,lttej:

kIt: rollov,ln~:

c. ~r~w to~itl~n: L~lt W~i9t ;unner

e. i 1.;1-:e L1St seen: ,~t ti",e of 1..'.1Ke-off lor I)()(',bln:: ::tission over
','iiernerst.ldt. :':-u.:>trL'i

f. ;;irct:mstances 01 lo~s of 'lircraft: 'i.t anproxirn I.tE!l.Y W> on ~

H...'\YJ I,..w~ v.er' hit ',)y. Eak nf-!ar ...:aJ&rnersta~~~a,causin,~ t;Je failure of
t...o of our en:ines. "~r CO:1tinued to return to our base il.S ~ stra;':".J.er and '"ere
a..~ain att.acli.~d by ;;:Il~my fL;hter ai!'craH. -.)outh of ;ras ~ lul-:oslc.via. t\Q9ut five
ru:n~s htt::r the ~ilot'-1;ave the oLder tQ ~il nut. because the aircraft was losing
'irritude. t t:'lat time our al titude was approximately 7'300 feet and there Vias a
1(,;'-' 0 feet Ci.oul1tain I'M.",:e ,In t'l~ dirHcti.::n of the return ,~o c:.tr ba~e. "'ur inter-
:,hone cOi\i/!mnic:.t~,O!\ system '1:3.5also shot out. .1. bailed out throu", t.\I~ nose wheel.'

~~~initv.
off1cl:113,
c!:.'lit from the r J.<::ht ~i.de 2r:
:113.ne. J. cOllIa not ob::!erve th~

\yjJ1'"d. tr.e ed;-;e or .a c.Llf~. l.~u .
t'1e olane. L saw t;:ree bod~e5 2. en~h~t;g c!.;t;Y.'~1i<eL"I of Oil, ~N'W. ~e body

'"::1:.lO:,:~t-:J ,r~ar :'!'. t ':e ielt ~aist v,'indo)'; t.1:: s:.:~nti~~£~i \'/;~ ..#,.9,~ted:.rea;- 61_~_he~t .~a~st. . v1do~ ,'.1"" ,,~r ~ .~ lo"ateo re..r 0 t,lt. r~.r\)t V'H11~.)etween

.' o. .3 'loci I. ell"~nes. L 0 n~se Jodies ".' l'~~~~,I.~e 0 m: airi?:L~e. I t;ouldno:. i.-'ent.L;':' t:.t!5e oodies n:m'illy becauso,; of tht'j~ C1r.':."'n.ion, but ! !me'" t.ney
'\t;!l't! eali sted :a.::n :';t::ca'!,se t.:loa.y'tiere V.I.:',:'in; t>i..UE:l~lE~ated ',' .,!; , .L 'li3.3 not
;1E:l'"it-ted to GEhl~ C OL:lln'.- of tJ;,,, en l!i'ted !r\t;:(I, nor W3.3 .I, :>er::li tt.~j to
3e::H'\.~ilt!11'OU,', t.: Ie ,'I'f,'cka or!, .:.>urvivors on f.;, is l;;ission ,'er.., .i.3t.. Lt.. .\Obert

I



:4~n( ~f,S, llot.: ,.J L,:t,;.. : :.l",.}j;~

~:c;..~ene y, ;~C;1!)8r . ~~r; L,...)-~ ..C'.:1
ere" ,-,1' t.en .;leo..

~C-. ~..Lot; ... J
!~"\'l. ..~.j L.i';':;~

d. Hea..r S ~":. L:,.. .,.C.~(!uni,' ~f' ;.n

l.":.I: d~..~" 1(; .HSdrd fro;l)
.:1(' ,~t.,(~.' \rt. iSWS

t..~.L t:lc! r.u.t.LS'1I13 ex-
..., , ........

ot',,-.z' C1',,;', "e':!,)' r.' 1'.".1 ,1f.: ~~;!1 ;1~ol \~.~~~'r
~?r:~ ~-:~~nA!~.l~;-:~:irr@d'.. t, l1t I~e ' '~~~hot- ',._,---

: ew ...orl,

..J Lt. ..0.;crt, "0:-1.5 '::l.d ./v ,.it'klan., \ :.;,: l:.r~t, O.,'i(~ J .\0 r.ot
re:calJ., .'~1~ \'It.~J"'~'crt-'H de:I.)~r:; O~} :JJ10ther :"-"~4.. t1":).'":1o'lr ~) a'.l"-'~"1r, '. i'~~, ~";1S !,;"ot

duln j:,,: t.:~ 3',I.''P ,,~.~~..r:,L? 'loS our.:,'ii,t. "'.s, t"J.lt" I(~ :..'j(. \i.,e'n t.:1..]. .',,;;C"t. sC'-jnfj.i.n,r,
i).~J';' ,1' ,cn.\t.l', '~II"'j: t.");)U -;,t t."~" ';;'1' sev. n T'\!'-ICI'lIt.'~:; ;..I-',!ceildin~ 1 :'Ola our ~,bJIE'.
1t. .1.S :o~3L,1,,, ~;;3.t it.. ,'oris.uhi I./'J "tr1d:\I1J \\E<ro:: c:;'i,fu '..)d, ,),:canSI! durin' ;1.Y
df~3CeJit. .:. .~()ulr! not. d(:;t'~r 'ine. ~':\i :'-,(-r :. \e t'1.ree :,u"\C'I'.:t,,:s .. ';.:\A ,:e,j,::e(J(j t.' ; ere
:rOn :'." ,,11:1€ nr' ..I.f',ot :cr .-.?;".
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NIADQUAATlRI
EK)ODP&LLOWR&LD

SAN AHGILO; 1DAS

StT!.\TE:;T: .Lnterrol1,ation of form~r .t'riSOMra of ~far

TO : '~om.11Andin~.iener.'!.l, ,\r.rnYAir F'orces, 'lns'1i-n-t."n 25, n.~.
.~tt.r.: cerson'll ,J!','\~rs Jranc". ,\(lorn 1.:;1:; ~uni',j.ons 3Uildin'"

1. In CO;l\pH.Uice \>Jith .'YOII!'1'WX l"PPS J9Uf}. ~-I Jep 45, tw fol.lowing
infor. .aU-or. i.a $u:'!11itted:

J.. i'1.1:t" of c'1su~lty: Art~ur '3rotheT'S', . . .,..
.-

b ~..n , . j --t. .~.:.n. 4 1 :J".:..

.'

.
. e.. i-l3.ce L.st seen: .At time of take-off for i:.1or:1bir~:n.i5s~on over

1'1iernel'start t I Aust rb.

f. '::ircu:."\stancesof lossof ai-reI':;'; t.: At a.c-roxi..::at,e l'f 1200 on ~9 ,l
l.'3.y1,4 \'.;e\,jere '1it Q. ng.k near "Ii':rne~tad:-. , ~\ustria, causin;: t.~~ flii1:Ut"FI of .~... ~ ii

tViO,of our en,~i?.;:. :;~ c?L1t.inueti. to :returr, t~ o~ .b;..\se as I'l str~'.:'~ler and ~ere .~
a~a.l.n 8t,ta~f:ed oy tmt:!'IIY ~l'~hter :!.1.:'::r<1n ::south of ',ras, Yu::oslavl&'. About. f~ve d
runut.es later t.~:e !,"'lot. ,~ave til@ ~~l'h-:, ~,.",.,\:.~ :"'.\)t l)t;!cause the ai.!'ct'a.ft V'las ;,//1
losino:; '~ltttude. At that,.. " ur '\j,t,tt\lde Vias ar.,r;roximtn,e!f 7~OO feet and tilere' ,j
~as &. IJ,000 feet 1:101J.I1t.:~L , ., i.n. t;1e direction of the return to our base. Our ;~~
ioternhone communic:\t.ion ~ .rst",m ",-as .,,-lao s'lot out. .L bailed out. throu:f ,h the n')se" ",t,, .' . '<I:
~~. 'J

"~.:"S.I
'~

'};. l\l1o\',n i:1forfa.a.tion: 1 was n.'3.vi~:a.to1' '01'1 this mission. DUl'ing 111y/'~
descent by par-..chutt;. i saw t'le plane hit.. t,he ~round I -explodeJ '.Il':dbUrn'. I la.nde~,./~
on t'leside of the cliff and the pbne landed at th~ base of the cliff.600feet./7
to my rlr:1lt, approxi.'T\.<\tf,ly two miles East of J:ben Krupp!t, ';roatia.. I was also J
sl10t at cturin:" m.,vctescp.nt by rifle fire fro..'n 'the grog.nd. 1 saYl three parachutes' ,.t~
v,hen 1 Vi3.Sdescendin:~i but I could not riistin~:ui5h whether "he men were m.embers :;if~'
of my crew or another B-2L fro:) th(~ s",ul.ld"'on ~I!ich was ::ilotdown in the 1Jw\1ediate '''-J

vicinHy. t\fter 1 landeti, and whHe 1 was "'aitin-: t!"! be. ta,kf3(1to tlte'Jerman 0.1'- ':;
fici~8, I w~lYed over to t~e wrP.cka~p. of.the aircraftend dirc~~ented the air- ~'~

craft from the ri~ht side around the tail section an~ to the left side of the 'M
plane. I could not observp. thE' front section of t~le pla.ne because the plane was.":~
iyin,' at the ed,~e of 3. clift'. .1 W'l13not. permitt.ed to -,:et J!lore th.'.1Il 10 ~eet. .1'raIl ..':~

.the. plane. I saw three bodies of enlisted crew members of our crev.. . One body '..:~
was 10c9.ted rear of the left ViRist windo't!; t~1e second body was located rear of ,:~

the ri<;ht waist v,indo"" an1 the t~ird body Vias lo~ated rear of the right wing "}i

between 1.0. 3 and J+en.~.i.nes. All of' these bodies were outside of .the airplane.. '.,;~
I could not identify these oodies visu3.11y because of their condition, but 1 knew;,,~
they were enlisted m.m because they vier£::!weaL;. n~ 0] ue heated i'lyin~ Buits. 1 7.
was not permitted to search t-he clothin'~ of the enlisted men, nor was I permitted
to search through tile wreckage. 1 saw.. pair of low cut sho",g in the vicinity

91
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01' t\1f\ [)l~.ne th-\t, :."Ie"t.:'fip,,! .s ')qlon 'In' t.o ..I-tJ' ~...other8. .0\ pv,>r, \t. L'1f!
.,i!'1e \irE)b-\i1ed Dill (ill t..1e cr"n \'f'rc ,,~.\r~~!' fJJin- b(')ot.s. ~ .r"!' '{:>r", 0:1 Vte
~i.5ston \'!e~ l~t .l.t. ',nr.ert ,en--!riakS, d.1ot.; ?d Lt. J"'il~io "tJr'r'r.rct,'t"l, ~o-
pilot; d Lt.. "enneth J. c'..e"Jn~,.., '1o':)9.r{'tprj .../:i~t ,Iohn ,.. ~1..Ol1J'-(\~. ..:1 of
the$e e a.:ied. :.~ kid a ~re't/l .)1' t,o.>!"i€'flo

n. ;1ea.sa,v lrlfor;-;at.ion: ':n ,\u ':,st.. 1.5, .L :;;~11...t. ..:,:,'etHI"'Y ,:.n ..~w
York Ji.t:' ':1110'It' infol':.;ed me t..:ut ~'hen ;le i:J.:1.deJ .J~; ..,..rl~hut.,!, ~Ie :warrj i'ro;:!
t'~e ~'lrt53a.ns t.:1:,t three :.e:'".b':rs of 0;';:' ere?, t" 1"'':1(~ea'~, ~!1d '. II t,,~ : ...l'ti5dJ1S
kn..,,- t'\at 1 \l~.i ,.)~~n C H,tu.!"Jd. ...c..e'.::nt;;y .:'urt.:ler st.al.f..H;) t.hal. t..e t'a.t.t~,8aus ex-
pressed thp, view point t.hat. til':' \,\"0 ot~ler crew ,'le[:I...>ers.7W:/ ~1':I.Ve.Je(:C! shot ait!14.r
durin. t.heir .iescent, or ..Jter t..ay J..s.nJeJ. ...Crtelflley re.~a1.lrk~d th,.~t. he <jC1..~shot
at duri~: his descent.

2.1 l..t. rtobert oris a.n::: "Ill r.iri\l<'\L\d, v;hose first 1I8JlIe1 do not
~calJ., ~~-nowere crew members on !mother ':;-24 1roa, our .,J',uadroll tnat vias shot
dO'im in the S'lre vieinit;, as our pla.rle NJ.S, tolLi :;:e t ''l.;1t. ",hen th",y were descending
by ~arachIJte, t:'ey thoe.~t. t'1ey sa1- seven InraCrlutes descendin.:: !'ron our "b,r.~.
It is possibi' th~t Lt. Joris anrl f/o Kirtland \'lere ci)Qlllsed, Dt:c.\use durio':i\y
descent - could uot. determine "-hether t~e three tnrlC \utes i sa.; descendin~ "ere
~rom my plane or ano~heI' r~..ul'

cc:
ec:

AF'!'RC, ,1ttn:Pers."ffairs Off.
AAFJr?C,Attn:rers.~ffaj rs Off.

I~) j', L.J~ ~..~
HA.~CLDI. ...:ILLI,;;'3, 1st, Lt, AC
0-!G15J4, joodfellow deld, faxas

1~.1~~~
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:3 Mvember 1945

SUBJEJ1't Int.erro.ola.tion of i"'or;rer l-risoners ot oa.r

'l'O : ';om."AAt1r!ln~>eneral, a\rIny l\ir Forcus, ffashin.oton 1.5, f).C.
A.tt.nt Person'.l.l Affairs 3ranch, Hoom L 'n, .>:unitions jui)(!1n ~

1. In compliance '-i.t.n \"our ria: Al"i'1':;)} "h, .~,' .jep 4), t~e follov.in';t
information is 8u~mittedl

a.. lill.lneof cMualt.V: ~olfer .-. ~in:1ot, ~
b. ~: s/.;jgf.

c. Crew Position:

d. Pate last seen: 29 ~g1 44

e. Place last seen: At time of t.!ike-off for bombin;; mission over
~yernersta.dt, Austria

f. Circumst.ancesof loss of aircraft: At approxi:n.\tely 12i.)lJ on 29
!ay 44 ...e were hit by fiak near i"iernerstadt, Austria, causing the failure of
two of our en~ines. We continued to return to our base as a. straggler and were
ngain attacked by enem..v fi",;hter aircraft South of Gras, luioslavia. About five
rninutes later the pilot ~;ave the order to oail out because tl'\6 aircr~ft was losing
altitude. At that timeour altitude was approximatel:r 780U feet and tiara was a .

10,000 feet t'lountain range in t,he direction of the return to our base. Our 1nter-
ohone communication syst~mwas also shot out. 1 bailedout throu~hthe nose .meeli

g. Knowninformation (eye witness onlY): I was navigator on this
miasion. During my descent by parachute, I saw the plane hit the ground, explode,
and burn. I lantjed on the sideof the cliff and the plane landed at the base of
the cliff uOG feet to my right, arproximately two miles East of Dosn 1\ruppa,
Croatia. I was also s..l1ot at during my cleRceot by rifle fire from the ground. I .

saw three parachutes when I was descending, but I could not distinguish whether th~:
menwere members of my crew or another B-24 from the squadron which was shot down
in the lmt:\edlate vicinity. l'\,fter I landed, and while I was waiting to be taken
t.o the 'Jerm3.n officials, I walked over to the wreckage of the aircraft and 011'-
cUliwanted the aircraft from the ri~ht side around the tail section a;,d to the left
sideof the pl&.ne. l could not observe the front section of the plane because the
plane was lying at t~e edge of a cliff. I was not perw~ttedto get more than 10 .

feet from the plane. I saw trmee bodies of enlisted crew members of our crew. Cne '

body was located r~ar of the left waist window; the second body was loc~ted rear
of the rightwaistwindoy, and th~ third b~v was located rear of the right wing
between ~;o. 3 and 4 en!;ines. All of tilese bodies wereoutside of the !:I.irpl:..ne. 1
could not identify these bodies visually because of tleir condition, but I knew
they were enlistedm~~ becausethey were '~aringblue heated flying suits. I Was
not permittedto search the clothing of the enlisted men, nor \'/as I permitted to
sea~ch thrOu~h the wreckage. Survivorson this mission~ere 1st Lt. dobert
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Hendrioks. pilot.; 2d Lt.' ihillir .t;::t' '"nrot!1er, co-ptlot.; 2d H. k,E)I1Mth W.
b::Wt~oney,')OIi!'!oo.rdier;1/3<"t . ohn . . C",,'llr'ke. All of t.tlp.se!Waded. he had .!l
CNti of Um men.

h. H'Jl.r3.~.l in1Q,['I.~t.12nt ...It AU'ust 1~145, .i. 8av; J.t. t.:c\'ieoney in
~re'Wlori< <"it.,1 and IN Worm.ed me t.nat Wnen he hOOed by ~"lreahute, tIe hpud from
the pa.rt.isans t.hat. t.hree members of our arevr 1rera dead, and t.1at tile partbans
knew M:a.t .1 had onen ~a.~,turpf'f. 1;,;<f:leeney1urther stalied l.n'tt the ;.,artlaans ax-
preS5e4 t.!1e view point. that t.ius l"'O othtJr crew 'IIgnb~rs may havu bmim a.Jot e1t.her
dm-in>t I.heir cescent, or aft.er they landed. :..c\'.eeney remarKed t.nat l1e "'1\5 shot
at. durin~ his descent.

2d Lt. ~{obcrt J~ri.s and 1"/0 ;:.rkhnd, whtee-!irrst n:t..e 1 do not
recall, who '",'ere crew !'lt€mbers on ;j.oot.~ r ~-24 from olJr .:Y],!.1!1.dronthat \'tag shot
dOWl in the same vicinity as our pl:lne W'.IS, told nEl tn.<1t when they were ~scanding
frcm bheir plane by parachute, they t'1ou;'ht, t.1ey saw seVen p"lrachutes descendin~
from our plane. It is possible that Lt. ';or1s and ria Kirkland wereconfused,
because durin.~ rn,ydescent, 1 cOl.tld not deterJiu.oe vli1ether the three parachutes I
saw descendin;;:-werefrom ftIY'plane or another '~2".

~
HA.1OLD I.

co; Ct, AFT~C,AttO: ~ers.AffairsOff. 0-iu1534,
cc: C,.., A"FCl'''rC, Attn: fers..'\ffairs Off.

WIILIA:.:$, 1st Lt, AC
..ioodfellovi ii'lald, Texas
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NWQUAlmAS
eooDFlLLOW R&LD

SAN ANelLO, TIXAS

SUa..,1T.CTz l..nt.errogation of .1."01'11181'll"'isonerg of ,'jtu'

...OI'iII1anding.ieneral, Ar~ Air l':orces, "1a3hin~ton 25, D.;;.
A.tt.n; kersonal Mfairs 3ranch, .\oonl 1.315 ',unttions .:...'Ulldinr:

1. In compliance ?;ith your rwx .JtPS :-909, 28 Jep 1.5, the follov.ing
inror~t.ion is submitted:

a. NalM Of casualty: .Jeorge A. F09'TU.re,f _

b. Rank: sjSgt:.

c. Cr~wPosition:

d. iJate last seen: 29 :.\3.744.

e. Place last seen: Crswlin~ tnrough catwalkin nose section of
our rl-24 plane just before I bailedout.

f. ;ircumstances of loss of a.ircraft: At a~'proxim~tel.1 1200 on 29
Yay 44 w.; were hit. bY' flak near r'iiernerstadt., .\us trIa, causing the failure of
two of our en~ines. We cont:..' 0 ret'.lrn to ~'Jr base as a strag~ler and were
again attacked by enemy- fi!.\h ~raft 30uth ',.1' Gras, Yugoslavia. About five
minutes later the pilot ~ave ier to bailout because t~e ai~~ra£twas
losinr: altitude. At tha.t ti ':.ltitude was a.pproximately '/gOO feet and there
was a 10,000 feet mountain 1"' 1 the direction of the return to oW' base. our
interphone communication syst also shot out.. I bailed out through the :1ose
wheel. .

g. Knowninformation: I wasnavigator on this mission. During my
descent by parachute, I saw the plane hit the ground, explode, and burn. I
landed on the side of the cliff and the plane landed at the base of the cliff
cOtJ feet to my right, approximately two m1le~ East of Bosn Kruppa, Coratia. 1
Vias EUSOshot at during my descent by rifle fire from the ground. I saw three
parachutes when I was descending, but I could not distinguish \'Ohether the men
were members of my crew or another B-24 from th e squadron which was shot dOTm
in the immediate vicinity. After I landed.. and v,hile I was waiting to be taken
to the German officials, I valked over to the wreckage of the aircraft anc cir~

cwnvented the aircraft from the right side around tJ-? tail section andto the
left side of the plane. I could not observe the fron~ sectionof the plane
because the plane was lying at the edge of a cliff. I was not pennittedto get
more than 10 feet from the plane. I saw three bodies of enlisted crew members
of our crew. One body was located rear of the left 'IIaistwindow; the second
body was located rear of the right waist windwo, and the t.rtird body was located
rear of the right \\ing between iio. 3 and 4 engmt:ls. All of these bodies were out-
side of the airplaoe. 1 couldnot ifentifythese bodiesvisually because of theirc
condition, but I knew they were enlisted men because they Vlere wearin; blud heated
flying suUs. 1 was not pf<rmitted to search the clothing of the enlisted men.. nor

£~'~""'>J:,}<'"~"'''A'[''' z ~.: ~...M ' " " "'~~. ,.-, ' . ..i' ...._..
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.a.s! perr"-.J.t.t.f1dt.O 'earch throU'1\ t.he wrecka'e. .w last. ..,;".1'1J, $a~ ,,:t..
Foa.'dre he .-as cra"'lil'l' to'trol. -n t.he ::J!tt.v.,"!lkin t.h'1 nose s..ction t.o :~t IHs
seat t).~k para.chut.e ~l1st. I."IE!fora ... ~al.led out.. 1,~ ir1::1 tn"?c;I to ~'d lev" that
t.l1e .1001 ... 8\< rot.;nt. ooi-tind t.h~ ..0. ~ "l1d 4 "fI in~ wa3 .:I:t.. t'os.':\ire ,:1JC 1.0 t.he
posit.ion he W~& in ~hen ... leftt.he pl ,ne.

h. '~6rSa;; inrot'<atlon: J.n ~u,:ust 19'+) .I. saw !..t. .,.c,/acne', ill ;'e\'i
Yorr. ...' t. ,. ~d '19 im ermed me tonal when he landed <:J.'/~:i;::lC,'Ute., 11-: "Ieard fro;a
the p",rt.i&W1S taat tnree mm.o~rs of our crt:!\\ were dead, Llld tll,,it. t.ne ,.artls'U1S
knew t.hat 1 had been oad tired. "oC..eeney furt ...1' st.at.ed i..i1',t t:,e ,'11't.is..J.ns -ax.
oressed t ',1£'vi.,w ()Oint t.~at t.he t,.o olM r crew ',Ie.1tY'~rs..\;ta7 h.Wt. been shot either
durin,: t.:1eir df!tsC~nt., or afterthey la.nded. . c..e-eney 1 ~~rKl,(j t,;I,t 116 w,.~ snot
at dilrin~his df>scent.

.:.d Lt. ..ob..rt. Jor1$ a.nd [/0 .~irkland, whcse first M.i.el do not
recall, 1':ho were ere'\': !:\e1\1bers on'lllother :J-~4 from out" ,j.',t1.dl'on t!1~t \'.'as shot

dOton in t:1E: S t..::<evicinity as Oltr plane was, ,,:old ne th~t ?then thp.;{ were ';esc:.!nding
by rlara("mte, t.hey thou""ht they .sa.w seven para.chutes desee-odin9' fran our plane.
It is possible tl-1.'it l.t. Jori::lLnd F/o -t.irkhn:f werl'} confused, :.,ccause durin.: my
descent 1 could oot deterr.dne whether t'te t'1ree !1<:Lr;lchutes I saw descendln~ were
from 'TrY'phn8 or another ':3-24.

;C: ';'1, I\f'T',C, Attn:Pers. ,,!'fa.irs vU.
co: .;~, .W';!,'[C, Lttll: Pers.Affairs ff.
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sumart Interro,;;s.tion of F'ormer t 1"'isoners of rial'"

TO .. Volllloandin,;:~eral, It.t'm'/Air forces, ;.ashinr.ton 25, D.C.
~ttn: Personal ftffair5f;rancn, ;ooom 4315 t~nltions Juilding

1. In complie.n~e wit.'1 four oft1 Ar~f'~ 9909, .2'~ Jer L15, the follov;in~
information is aubmit.ted:

a. ..a.me of casualty: ohoalas '). :.1ley

b. ~k: der~eant

e. flace last seen: At time of take-off for bombin~ mission over
"iernerstadt,Austria

f. ~it'cum!'!lances of loss of~ircraft: At approximately1200 on 29
;,:ay 44 ite were hit by flak near i'iierne!"stadt, Austria, causing; the failure of
two of our en€-,ines. ..e continued to return t~ our base as a straggler and
1rere again attacked by ~nemy fi~teraircraft South of '::;ras, Yugoslavia. About
five minutes later the pilot gave the nrder to bail Ol,;t,b"'~<'\tJ.'3"t,he aircraft WIl!'l
losing altitude. At that time our altitudewas approximately7800 feet and
there was a 10,000 feet mountain ran;se in the direction of the retum to our
base. Our interphone communication system was trlso s~t out. I bailed out
through the nose wheel.

.;::;1

g. Y.nowninformation: I was navigator on this m.ission. During
my descent by parachute, I saw the plane hit the ground, explode, and burn. I
landed on the side of the cliff and the pla.P'J.elanded at the base of the cliff
600 feet to my rl.ght, approximately twomiles East of B::>snf.ruppa, Croatia. I , ,~
,was also shot at durin0 my descent by rifle fire from the ground. I saw three ,,,,;:~

para~,utaswhen I was descending,but I couldnot distinguishwhether the men ;~
were members of my crew or another 8-24 from the same &luadronwhich was shot
down in the imm~diate vicinity. After [ landed, and while I was"raitlag to be .~8,
taken to the German officials, I walked over to the wreckage of the aircraft and
circumvented tbe aircraft from the rii';ht sidearound the tail section and to the.
left side of the plane. I could not observe the front seet:i on of the plane '

because the plane was lying at the edge of a cliff. I Vias not permitted to get
more than 10 f~et from the plane. I saw three bodies of enlisted crewm.embers
of our crew. One body was located rear of the left waist window; the second
body was located rear of .J;.hEt1'ight waist window, and the third body was locat.ed
rearof the right\ving between~o. 3 and 4 engines. All of tnese bodies were
outside of the 'lirplane. r could not identify these bodies visually because of
their condition, out I Ir.newthey 'VI'6reenlisted men because they were wearing
blue heated flyin~ suits. I was not perm;!.tl'-ed to search the clothing of the
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c. :re\'l position:

d. :.ate l.lt seen: 't 1ay 44
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enlist.ed men, nor f{~~ .l pe't"il'Litt.edt.o se~l"nh t.!1!) clot..hin.' 01 U'Wenli2t.ed man,
not' Was J per :.t.ted '-\J search t..."u"ou;"b.tnI'!!~t'€'Oka..<:!~::.IIhi.le in this .,j <i\ity, one
of the no,tive soldiers $hO'Vedr.~ a. calenda.r of a lhil-'1dEl11~ia .)'lvin.:;s ,Jal1k or
SOciety. This solrtier add t.h"lt. he pi\Zlh:d it up but Ilid not sr..eoify whether or
not it. was from ./l bodY or tne phne wrecka~e. .I. believe thi s oard bfJlon~ed t.o
Sgt.. Wil!!';!beca.us(' he IiS t.he only crew member fran fhilfid~lphia. l'he survivors
on t.his m.iss:ton \';eN 1st r~'. itobert :fendricks, !"Uot; ld Lt. Phillip HerlJenrother,
co-pilot; 2d Lt. &\ermeti1J. i>\c'ieeney, bombardier; l'/;jr~ John :,:. O'rlourke. All
of these qv~ded. tie had a. crew of t9n men.

h. Hears,,', inforrr.:at.iont In n.14~ust 1<145, .i. saw Lt.. "'C.t'eeney in Ne?1
York ';ity a.nd he informed ..Ie th.'it when he landed by pa.rachutf!, he heard from
t~e partisans thnt. t.ht'ece !':',embers of OUt' crew were d~a.d, and thg,t. the partisans
kne"li t~lit I had bot"en captu~d. tci'/eeney further stat.ed t~..at the partisans eY.J.
pressed t.he view point. that the t\"lO other crpw merr.bers m'lY have been shot either
durin ~ t.heir descent, or after they landed. llcWeeney rem"lkrect that he was shot
at rlurin ~ his rj scent.

l.d Lt. .tobert ';oris J.nd fie ~lt'kl::u1d, whose first name I do not
l"eca.ll, 't.ho were crew m.e:l\berson another ;'>'-24from our 31uadron that wa.s shot
do\'Ili in the saroe vi~initJr as out' plane was, toldne that when tiHW were
descendinf' by parachute, they thou'!,ht t.hey saw seven parachutes descending iran
our plane. It is possible that Lt. Jorls and r,/Q Kirkland were confused,
beoause during my descent, I could not determlne whether the three parachutes
I saw descending were from my plane or i:I.11other U-Z4.

.f,;.
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