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- AL UNA Lt. i e — WAR DEPARTHENT
By F. M. WUENCH o Co1. y AREADQUARTEAS APMY ATR FOLCES

Capt. m s
Date __m_u WACHINGTON
I@ORT:.NT: This report will b;, compiled by cach army‘ Air Forcus orgsnization

vithin 48 hours of thu t,lm'f. personnel ire offlca.c..u.y report\.d
wissing.

ORGAMTZATION: - Looztiori PANTENELLA. AAB, ITALY  Coumand or iF 15TH AF '3
G Grour 464 mm]—“qmamn 778 BOMBARDEENT Sa

SPECIFY: Point of Dc '.m « PANTENELLA kkBalTALYIours\. EAST/NORTHEAST

: Target.P LOESTI, Typc of Fierion

74 JEATHER. CONDT Ions IND VISIBILITY AT TILE OF CihSH OR WHEN LAST REPORTED: 4
1/;1 UHULUSE S HII.ES ’IlSIBlLITY O?ER TARGET: HAZY SCATTERED ALTO STHABI.IS :

GIVE: () Date® JUHE 1944 Time 0942 LocatiotNR PLOESTI 4ROUMANIA
’ of last kncvm hereibouts of nissing aircraft.
(b) Specify whuther: (X) Lest Sighted ( ) Lest Contacted by Radid
( ) Forcca down ( ) Secn to Crashy or
( ) Informetion not avzileble.

AIPLCR!—F'L‘ AS LOST, Or IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN LOST, 4S A KESULT OF: (Check

¥y onec)

) Eneuy fircraft ( ) Enaw Anbti-gircraft ( ) Other circumstences as
fo]_lm.s
ATRCRAFT: 'I‘ype, Model & Serics B 24 H MAF Seriel No4 §_5_ —
ENGINES : 'Iypt., Kodel & S<rics R 1830-‘3 F Sorial No- (a.) 42-62572

(b)42=36200 _  (c)42-62467 '. (d)4?.- 2495

INST/LLED WEAPONS: (Furnish bulow Mecke, Type, and Serial Number)
(a) SROWNING SOCAL LNOSE 966011 (b) BHOIN NG _S0C
mm

ROW J) BROWNTN AL RIATL ¢ i
P‘FItSOhNEL LISTED BELOW, &E‘POPI?}::D s: X)) Bs.tt ¢ Casuelty ( ) Non-Dettle Caa

NUMBER OF PERSONS AUOKRD AIRCLAFT:  Cruw 10  Pessengers_Q_ TotallQ
(Starting with "Pilot® furnish Lhe following porticulars; if morc than

persons werce abouwrd list similar particulers on scparate shect end attaoch to
this iorm)

_ WAUF I¥ FULL . NesT OF KIN, hEL.TTON~-
CREW POSITION (Last ‘Nune/First) MUK SEHUAL HO SHiP, AND -;‘-.DDR:FS_S!

: . rilot . a
Ay - 5 FETNROOD AVEUPPER BORTEL A The -
“RID ¢p JONNSON ——HOBERT W o7 2T PER_ WO dsn 4
ol JORTSOR——TERBERT W LT Wyl il
L3 : ( . " .

G oy

A7/ aEcRETY— ] 4 COLORADO_____ 7
b : .

ROG TNFUSING  JOSEPH 4 [~ > 3




s e RTY,
CHARLES udEK‘shj_n_é'Hen
PLES SiTTi, FRTHER /")
“MATNE

IDEXTIFY BELOW THOSE FERSCHS WHO AKE SELTEVID TO DAVE LT KJACWLEDGE OF Alk-
-C'l:"T MID CHECK APPROPRIATE (only cne} COMTM! TN INDTU TH BASIS FOM S:ME:
Topeebod  Last Saw _
! sted Crash Forced Landing

Boliean

!I‘ULL i HE¥C  SERelri NO-
CHﬁRLES E SGT &

IF PEESOINEL AkE BELIFVEL TO HAVE ZU.GH90S, CYETC OFF OF TUE FOLLOWING:
.+ (3) parachutes were used ( ) Persons ewon weiking awey lrom scens of crash
.( ) hry other reasen (spccify)

3

. ATTACH 45 i INCLOSURE TO THIS 1EPURT, EITHeE AELI/L PROTOGRAPH, (AP, CLART,
- OR SKETCI!, .,HO'J'ING uI‘l‘RO)\IlJT_. LOC£T] (,3 WHERE AIRCRAFT V.AS LAST CEFN.

by ATTECH, AS INGLOSUTN "0 THIS LEPORT, AYBwTTAESS BECRJ.}‘TT(;N.; OF CRASH,
FO_HC::i) LAWDING, Ck OTHER CLRCULSTANCES PERVEINING TO Ml’S._I\!G EIRCRAFT,

i KITACH, AS AN TACLOSUKE TO %ELS REPDXT, » DESCETPTION OF THE FXTINT OF
. SESKCH, IF'JNY, D GIVE KMIE, RKK, :’.’:" SERIRL l\.‘L.sdH’ Gr"g“gi ﬁ}l
CHARGE HERE: (if no search, so t.:u giving rea .ﬂ

Dete of this Report: 8 JUNE 1944

; Signetwe of Cfficch&J-. U- ‘%d‘*‘n“
S __Incls:

~~INCL 1=STATEMENT CARTMILLE CAPTAIN, AIR c&aps
'INCL 2=-STATEMENT DI TORE ADJUTANT
INCL 3-STATEMENT HARER - ”

.. 'INCL 4-STATEMENT WEIK
‘INCL' S~SKETCH



HEADQUARTERS CUH:LS
778TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)

APO 520 a. . US ARMY

8 JUNE 1944
SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF MISSING AIR CREW REPORT

TO: gOMMANDING OFF ICER, 464TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP(H),
ASE

1. TRANSMITTED HEREWITH 1S THE MISSING AIR CREW REPORT
ASSIGNED TO THIS SQUADRON REPORTED MISSING IN ACTION AS OF 6
JUNE 1944 ON.MISSION OVER PLOESTI, ROUMANIA.

RANK  NAME ASN .
1 LT  WARE, JOHN F RTY
2 LT  JOHN3ON, ROBERT W RTD
1 LT JOHNSON, HERBERT M ro
1 LT  SMITH, GORDON B JR YL

TSGT  FITZGERALD, ODEL B

SSGT  KENT, JAMES W

SSGT  INFU3INO, JOSEPH J
SSGT  HIER, ROLAND
SGT TUCEK, CHARLES J JR
 SGT SMITH, FLOYD W

2. SUBJECT PERSONNEL ARE BATTLE CASUALTIES AS DEFINED BY
PAR 2, SECTION |1, CIRCULAR 10, NATOUSA, DTD 24 JAN 44,

e BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT, FORWARDED YOUR HEADQUARTERS,
B JUNE 1944,

FOR THE SQUADRON COMMANDER:

Qod U Hondy
1 INOL: CARL V. HARDW
INCL 1-MAC RPT,LT WARE & GREW CAPTAIN, AIR CORPS
8 JUN 44,w/5 INcLs(8 COPIES) aDJuTANT
1st Ind.

Hq. L464th Bomb Group (H), APO 520, U.S. Army, 9 June 1944.

T0: Commending Genersl, 55th Bomb Wing (i), 2P0 520, U.t. Army.

1 Incl: Withdrawn 1 cc. . D. J.
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6 JUNE 1944

CERILILELCATE

o[
ON 6 JUN 44 | WAS ON A MISSION, THE TARGET BEING, PLOESTI,
ROUMANIA. | WAS THE BALL GUNNER ON LT MACDONALD'S SHIP. ON THE
WAY BACK FROM THE TARGET, APPROXIMATELY 4 MINUTES, | SAW A SHIP
(LT WARE'S) AT ABOUT SO0 FT BELOW ME AT 4 0'CLOCK, GOING ALONG
LEVEL FLIGHT. | SAW TWO MEN BAIL OUT, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, ONE
OF THE CHUTES ONLY OPENED. SHIP APPARENTLY WAS HIT BY FLAK
CAUSING CONTROLS TO BE DAMAGED. SHIP WAS ON OUR PLANE'S RIGHT ¢
SIDE AND STARTED NOSING DOWN. THEN FIGHTERS SOUNDED, THE A
FIGHTERS ATTACKED FROM THE LEFT OF OUR SHIP, SO APPARENTLY -§
DID NOT GET THE RANGE OF LT WARE'S SHIP. 2

Ohodo & Cailin il

CHARLES E. CARTMILLE
SGT
778TH BOMB SQ
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6 JUNE 1944

SERILELCAZE

ON A MISSION TO A TARGET OVER PLOESTI, ROUMANIA,
| WAS BALL TURRET GUNNER ON LT DRAKE'S SHIP. ON THE RETURN,
ABOUT TEN OR 12 MINUTES FROM THE TARGET, | GLIMPSED A SHIP
(LT WARE'S) BENEATH THE CLOUDS. IT WAS IN APPROXIMATELY
AT 30 DEGREE NOSEDIVE TO MY LEFT AT ABOUT 0930 0'CLOCK
POSITION. THERE WAS NO SMOKE, AND IT SEEMED TO BE IN
CONTROL, YET IN A DIVE. | SAW NO CHUTES APPEAR. IT WAS
ATTACKED FROM THE REAR AT APPROXIMATELY 3 0'CLOCK POSITION.
THIS WAS THE LAST | SAW OF THE SHIP.

I Con ol BTz

MICHAEL J. DI
S/SGT
778TH BOMBARDMENT SQ




6 JUNE 1944

SIATEMENT

ON 6 JUN 44 | WAS THE NOSE GUNNER ON LT GILLEN'S SHIP.
ABOUT FIVE OR TEN MINUTES AFTER LEAVING PLOEST!, ROUMANIA,
WE WERE AGAIN ATTACKED BY ME 109'S AT APPROXIMATELY 0950.
IN ABOUT THE CENTER OF THE FORMATION | SAW A SHIP (LT WARE'S)
SLIDE OUT TO THE LEFT OUT OF THE FORMATION, UNDER CONTROL,
APPARENTLY, 1T DROPPED ITS NOSE IN A DIVE, THEN | SAW TWO
CHUTES BAIL OUT AND OPEN AND SAW THREE OR FOUR BODIES COME
OUT PERHAPS MAKING DELAYED JUMPS, THIS 1S THE LAST HR | SAW
OF THE PLANE,.

‘g/xyfz j%dia;eékf 1$f2“;&b¢/

HAROLE W. HARER

S/SGT H
778TH BOMB SQ(H)




6 JUNE 1944

CERIIELCATE

| WAS TOP TUBRET GUNNER ON LT WMACDONALD'S SHIP, RETURNING
FROM TARGET, PLOESTI, ROUMANIA, ON 6 JUN 44. WE WERE FLYING
IN FORMATION IN FOX BOX 13. | SAW A SHIP (LT WARE'S) PEEL OFF
TO MY LEFT (TO THE RIGHT FROM THE PLANE). | SAW TWO MEN BAIL
OUT IN THE SLIP STREAM AND SAW ONE CHUTE OPEN. ABOUT TWO MIN-
UTES LATER | SAW ANOTHER CHUTE BAIL OUT AND OPEN. THERE WAS
NO SMOKE, COULDN'T TELL WHAT HAPPENED AS THE PLANE WAS IN
FULL CONTROL, FLYING LEVEL. APPARENTLY FLAK MIGHT HAVE SHOT
OFF SOME OF THE CONTROLS. THEN THE ENEMY FIGHTERS APPEARED
AND THAT TOOK ALL OF MY ATTENTION, SO | DID NOT NOTICE THE

PLANE AFTER THAT.
y, Zf# ﬁuio.%uf

MERLE 0. WEIK

SGT |llIII!P
T78TH BOMB S







