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1.ORGAlttI!.A'l'ION ~ ~oromand or ilP Hth Air Force >:
Squc,dron 7'77t;h' Bowh'Sq.(R) . ,.',

Due N. Trasdort.the riB.'

2.sPECIFY.: Point <A.~~i#.~
,

., Gioia Air Base Course then 120 del!}'A~B.too.tarC'
'l'arget,~"T;\..pe of' Mission Bombing. . '. . "

Loc~tion ~ ~:f;Group ,1 iI:9 ,,)

EJ. WEATHER CON~TIONS ANDVI!1IBILITY AT TDiE OF CfUlSH OR \\'lIm LJ.sT REPOliTii,j):
. Weatp'et'Cl~.&1l'1cl8~!drI; Ha~e. Visibility 10/';.0 mlles. ' '

4. GIVE:' (S-) I1a.te :?S.JI&v19JJ..., '. T~" ~ J.ocstiQn"IIt',~~~ .'

.or .last ImO'ffi ,"lic.'ot-bouts .of-r,ff8$'ing E.o.ircraft. ,.., .. .
(b)~pGcify ~lh",thGr: ~) Las'\; Sigbt..f:d ( ) Last pontactbd by Radio

( ) Forccd'po\v.n () Scen to ~r~sh; or
( ,) Info1'1\12.tian not a'\rt~ilo.blc..:~

"-....
r. s. AIRCR/Il;'TASLOST~ 0.1 IS BJiLIEV"~ TO Hf'vt' Bm~ LOST, AS A liESULTOF: (Check'

oniy one) . .

(~ ~~' Jlirc.x\f:~..f}J~)~~.Ant;J-hir.,:ra1't ( ) OthurcircUlJi$ianclj$!.as.~
foll~Y,s~. -','" '_'~~"U~~'.~...~..~,.,.Aif:{t'.V1f~"""'~",~~;:~,~.'. .1......
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. :1il~ ~Mn:'t. BMv 'l'HOSE PiZRSONSWHO.M(E BET..IEVEDTO HAVE£/.ST KNOYiJ,.'EDGEOF r.:m-
',' CWLF'rJiJib CI~K ArPROpaINrS «()n4" onf) COLL'"~iNTO tNDIC;.TE BASIS' FOlt S.i!l!E:

Cont~cted Last Saw
.N/.1IEIN,FULL . it ,. .SEkIALNO . by R;;C1io.Sip;!1tcd~ Forced ,LaDd.:inJot

x , .

... ,~.

,
...............

..~ !

12,. IF PEnSOl:NE!. AP.E BELn VED TO HA~ SUftVIYED, CHECKONEor mE FOLLOWING:

(4~' .P~aphutes w~~" ua~d,~.,) Po't~.$(~r.~l.~~~Jf.'r~~. ~\'I~-~9ff:-eqentJr,! ; c~~~h
,\.q,,; >,.J,) ~ ()ther.r~asQn. (7~!.::ff.() :~~,~~t($.<t.~I1.'t"). .~. ", .,,~.'::"'.

~'~j::'. .. ... _.~. I: ~ .' : - f _.: ':' . . . .' '::'f .

;~.':'~':1)..~~~A~i8tt,I- AS I\N' INCLOSURE~O.'~ts I.E.'..~; EITHERAJ!:kH1..PHOTQm{,:pii..:-~
(
.~

)
;CIIART,

~i"..J" .'.~,~~J{ETCH)"..'3tiO\'lINGAPf.ROXn44TEI;p~iI:r1CNV~ :.!ReRA", Vi.t.8LA$T SP:Ji1k.~ ,', '.

":;~':"~"'A'ril~~ft;~~~:'~biliiEO to THi.~'r~~~~ RnwrfiiEsS'.~.)itp~IONSQF CRASH;
.;... .FORCED ~n'G... OR O'fHERCIRClJl,;STJ.NCF13pmTATItINGTOlIrs..~G~Qn;\F"l'.A,J:).
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\~ ;~..: \.-.J~'. '.~~,a...~'~' ~~~r~~~\;J..:...~ ,~.I'f\J J..N~:..~J"..n..L~ .~~~ .;.i:..:1
'<~ " ~.: C. :~:~',(~:f,:i3C)~'(3~1t'.eo st.;;:~f] ~v:LI1( r06.:!:on) .~
t~,..<..: "\~'.a.,~i;;L~" ," ,. ...', ,.. .. ,

., "':'1<""'--'- ,-.

:~.;&n'Cis~

~; :' ::/1;nql.~...,Sta~ of Lt~ CQe;r. ,
.:/~.: :. i ,.~~~-..:$te;tGlQer1t ~~ .:(,~~ '~8r.;

, '.'f~';f '.':;'" : I9~;:".. ,t.ooatian. ~tc~. '.q
".\. ...;.~. '. ~

l'h~'~,:,.~..¥:. . 'J.,.. ~ ..,

";;' ~::"~:;;:f;>~,o,,,;'A:·~~;is~(~j:.',~.. ~
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~~/~ y>.~
2nd.Lt., Air Corps, :

Pilot.

(:O\''/'lW' "

"f ~.

f

Statement concerning Yello Charlie, ship pilotJ!d by Lt. Elrod
on 29 !lay 1944.

I

Approxiraate1¥ ten (10) minutes after we left the target, Lt.
'Elrod's ship was seen to our left about ten (lO)cQ.clock and' about
two (2) miles distant. At one time we exp'3cted b.iDi.-torejoin our '
three (3) ship box of three (3) cripples, as he veered towards
us and came under us and slipped off to our right. Wewere still
unable to conta.ct him." We were" growing uneasy as we had seen "-an
enEmITfighter" Whoseemed to be covering us as a "spotter". I Was
unable to see Lt. Elrod because vision to ID3"right was blocked out
by the ~C~Pilot. Aferi minutes later I saw him oft to nrj' left once
]}lore. A few seconds" J.a.ter five (5) )le-l09's were observed attacking
him. Atter they made their a.ttack, gas was seen streaming from. Lt.
Elrod's ship.. At this time nrj' attention was diverted by attacks on
m.yship and I saw no Jtl9re of Lt. Elrod.
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HEADQUARTERS
777TR BOMBAlIDM'ImSQUADRON(H)
APO 11520 ' u.S. ARMY.

,.' ~\~~~~:~:'~;:-~~~.-~~\; i~r?~;:~~'~~~'~~.:
.l~ik:", ", '~"'" "". .1 ~ ."

2 June 1941...

SUBJECT: Transmittal ot Kissing Air Crew Report.. .

~.
~:

TO : CommandingOfficer, 464th BombGp (H) J APO#520, u.s. Army.

1. Transmitted herewith is the Missing Air Crew'Report on crew
a.ssigned to this Squadron reported missing on 29 ~ 1944 on mission
over AtmBersdorf, Austria.

NAME- ASN-
~~'.'. ",

2nd Lt. Elrod, Erwin B.
2nd Lt.. Hultquist, Gienn F.
2nd Lt. Baker, John C.
2nd Lt. Valente" Louis V.
S/Sgt. Mezzatesta, F:t,ank (mn:)
T/sgt. Close, James F.
sZSgt. Freeman, Edwin B.
S/Sgt. Styer, Martin R. J Jr.
Sgt.. Rakoczy, Thomas M. . ...Sgt. Rodgers, Jehn E.

2. Subject personnel are battle~ casualties ~s defined by paragraph 2,
Section II, Circular 10, NATOUSA,dated 24 JanuaI7 1944.

.~ '.'

, .

.. c. .",:
I. ," ;

,
Cap,,", Air Corps,
Executive Officer. .

"

~,,}

\.1 !ncl:
Inel 1- !lACRpt., 2nd Lt.. Erwin B. Elrod &:Crew

2 June 1944, Wl3 hcls (In 7 Copies).
1 st Ind.

Hq, 464th BombGroup (H). APO520, U.S. Araq, 3 JUne 1944

TO: OG, 55th Bomb Wing (H), A:PO520, U.S. ~.
Noted and forwarded.

For the COIlll1SJldingOft1eer:

I Inel: Wi-thdrawn 1 co.
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B&IIR
(Last" Namer

29_ 1944
lDate or-casualty

1_
First Name

:. . .....
. '. . "'~''''''''''''W ',?~.7. :-'~", ,'~' "'(""n'-''':'~~'7'''''''~''''~~~~T'''~''~-W'~:7~~~'~,..

i"" . .' . ~.5-:' :'::~';.,I'

CASUALTYINFUm:.l!.TION

(Supplemental t.o )d,.s~ing Air Crew Repo~)

CI.8E
MiddleNcune

'181t--.....
Former Squadron

(Information is requested concerning '.:.oe status of any G. S. personnel of 'whomyou may know. The irltoma:t~QIl
vdll be used to esta1:lish their casualty s~tus, for th~ information of their relatives, to the eXtent consistent
with security, and tt eir fomer units as weU as for eVidence to assist in determination of the p~oPE>r safegua:r.r;ling
01' their personal interests.. hven fra~ary information is desirable~ since it may be supplem~nted by info~tion
someone else can givE:. Information which you personally know to be 1'tJlinble is most valuable, 81:q should be indic-
ated as so knO"fln. Bt.:t hE:arsa.y and rumor may also be valuable, because, first, it furnishes a bE-sis J.'or further
inquiry, Q(t se~mci, it may be confirmed by others. The following form is intended merely ~s cn ~id, and infOI"-,
mat10n which does not fit into it, should be giverl in statement form.) ,

Crew Position

Pilot

Co-Pilot

Navi~ator ,

Bombardier -

~

, 0' a-04. Be

.; Balttu18t, Glean r.-

.( au.. 1. C.
f

J. V«l8ate. x.i8 1'.
Radio ODerator t/ 010., 1... ...,

Aerial Engineer ,,/ __teata, A-aak.
. Rii£!t ~,'~ist Gr j Jt1c. MIIri1aR..

, I' 311 Turr!;;t Gr

Tail I}unner

m1w1a Be
-.. ' :~. 10b 3..

./ aa ,.. II.

'Rank;-
YOUR CREW

JEN- - - . statUs -- . .
.., ,I

Nt 'r---.i 1Iabo1aa I

~n>.arks (Incl. basis, of knowledge)"

!

i2a4 Lt i_
f

284 Lt ~ !am
~'I j.2D4lot '..- J.L as

f" I.

~8P :J' J.
I
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