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' ORGANTZATION: Locabiun PO 520, c/o PM;-NY, NY.  Command or iF __15th A.F.
GroupLblth Bombardment Group (H) __ Squcdron776th Bombardment Sq (H)

SPECIFY: Point of DoparturcA.A. Fld, ‘Giola, Ttaly Course - Due . North
Target Atzgerdorf Type of Uisrion _Bombing :

Ter F-’ac'bory, Austrie,
"+ WEATHER CONDITIONS ANC VISIBTLITY AT TikE OV ChuSh OR WHEN L/S1 REPORTED:
Weather clear with sli ight haze. Vieibility 10 to 15 miles, not count,ing the smoke.

GIVE: (:) Dute 29 May 1944 Tim: 1152 - Toentionkh® 42! Ni = 16 31! E.
: of last inovm herectouts of rdsging ulI’CI(’}ft
(b) Specify whethier: (X) Last Ziaguted { Lzat Contacled by Radio
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only onc)
(X) Fremy Lireraft ( ) Enemy Aniti-pirveralt ( )} Other circumstences as

followa: Shig was crippisd l_'.-x flak and finished by enemy ;;gm g!,

AIRCRAFT: Type, Model & 3eries B-2h-H ARF Sericl No ;,gﬁg&gg
ENGINES : Typc, Model & ScriusR-1830-43 ARR Soriczl No (a)_gf_m
(b) CP~302616 _ (¢) CP=302496 {d) _gP-303296 ._

INSTALLED WHAPONS: (Furnish bclow Make, Type, and Serial HNumber) -
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PERSOMNEL LISTED BELOY: RFPORTED AS: (X) Battlc Casuzlty ( ) Non-Dattle Czs.

. NUMBEX OF PERSONS ABOARD AYRCLALFT: Crow . 10  Pessengers__Q  Total _J0
(Sturting with "Pilot" furnist. the following partisulars; if wmorc than 12
. persons werg aboard List slwilar purtienlers -on sepear: ‘ts, shect end sttach to
this form)

NAHF IF FULL NilT OF KIN, hEL.TTON= -
CREW POSITL "  (Last sme Pirer) AWK SELIAL WO  SHI2, AND ADDKFSS
RTD  Ppilot &dsres, Robart Cou 24 L
_Fathe
 RTD .Co-Pilot /OSimpkins, Ray (N4I) F/0
' Father
.Bombardier 'E Yoore, Paul S,°
RTpMevigetor # Girardeaw &
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v ¥Mdmm.*m . M. Ste
Esther River Drive, Apvleton, Wisgonsin
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5 r' Gmmsr /.g”iiaer, Joseph J. Pfe. ” Mrs, Mary Macr,

M&..__mem..n&

Gum 5; ymson, Benard W, . Sgt. QNN \:s. J. B. Atkinson,
' mg;:,__.‘x‘im.; Louisianna. -

I.DE!\?I‘-IFY BELOW THOSE PERSCNS WHO AHE BELIEVID "0 {AVE LIST KNOWLEDSE OF alke-
_GRE? AND CHECK APPROPRIATZ (only one)’ {.0141' i TN IWDIC.T# BASTS FOR S:ME:

. sioactad Last : Saw
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I'f" PthONNEL ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE SUHVIVED, CHETR OVE OF TUE FOLLOWING:
(8) Parachutes were used ( ) Persons suen m.;.i« ing away irom scene of crash
( ) Any other reason {...pwj.fy)

A’l‘TJ'LLHI AS AN INCLOSURE TO THIS LEPORT, EITHER AFRIAL PHOTOGRAPH, MAP, CHART,
OR ‘SKETCH, SHOWING APPROXLMATE LOCATICN WHERE AIHCRAFT V.AS LAST aEFN.

ATTECH, -AS. INGLOSURE.: 10 THIS I'zEPOFT, JI(EMI'NF S DESCRIFTIONS OF CRASH,
N FOHCED LAHDIN{‘:, Oh OCHER CIRCULSTINCES PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCKAFT.

APTACH, AS fid IhuLUS!TEL TO THIS REPOKT, -£ DESCRIPTION OF YHE EXTENT OF
_-«sxz.fncn IF INY, iU GIVE NAME, RiNK, #2b SERTAL NUMBLE OF CFFICER IN

CHARGL HERE:* (if no search, so stote giving rcacon) Ho search was made due to
E}.anes be__i_:gg over enemy territory and undengoing attack by fighters.

Date of this Report: 1 June 19id.

Signzture of Cfficer

L Incls:
' Ma jor, Air Curpa
Incl 1 - Sketches of approx location of %'~ 7 Comdg, 776th Bombardment Sq(H
. . aircraft was last seen (§ copies)
Incl 2 - Eye Witness Report of Capt. Nence (8 Gopies)
Incl.3 - Eje Witness Report of "Sgt. Neuhaus(g Gopiee)
Incl 4 - Wye Witness Report of 2d Lt. Scherer {8 Copies).
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SUBJECT:
TO H

1.

assigned to this Squadron missing in action as of 29 Yay 1?&.&, near Atggerdorf,

Austria'

2
2, Section II Circuler #10, NATOUSA, dated 24 Januxary 194k.

3.

1 Inecl:

Incl 1 ~ Missing Air Crew Report w/L Incls. (7 copies)

776th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) JWM/s jh

Office of the Commanding Officer '

APO 520 U.S. Army

1 June 1944.

Transmittal of Missing Air Crew Report.
Commanding Officer, Hay 454th Bombardment Group (n), APO 520, U.S. Army.

Transmitted herewith afe the Missing Air Crew Reports cn combat crews

2nd Lt. (1024) mBERT C. JARES MIA
F/0  (1024) RAY (NMI) SIMPKINS MIA
F/0 51035) PAUL S. MOORE MIA
2nd Lt, (1034) WILLIAY M. GIRARDEAU JR. MIA
8/Sgt. (71,8; Elton W. Ankrey MIA
S/Sgtw (757) Robert M. Balliet MIA
Sgt. (7.8) Thomas R. Monacelli MIA
Sgt. 6113 Kenneth G, Moore MIA
Pfc. 612) Joseph J. Waer MIA
Sgt. 612) Benard W. Atkinson MIA

Subjeet personnel are ‘battle casualties as defined by paragraph

Battle Casualty Report forwarded your Headquarters 29 May 194k,
?‘Z o) Mo
HN W. MORRIS,

Major, Air Corps,
Commanding
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I was flying tail gun position in ship 402 about 1500 yards in
front of the formation that was hit by flek and fighters and could see
about 12 fighters attack the straggling four-ship fomat.j.on. The
only ship I saw was knocked out was a silver plane, ma.<ings of which
I could not make out and its stabilizer was torn off and spinning down.
The plane dropped into a spin into a valley through which a river was
running. I couldn't see whether or not the plane burst into flames after
crashing but I think the plane hit the river between the two valleys.

During the entire scene of the action I could not see any parachutes

blossom from any of the planes that were hit. The last bit of information

that I can offer is that the terrain in which the ship that was hit crashed

was very mountainous and in all probabilities there were no troop concentrations

in the immediate or surrounding area.

o Nesdiow

Martin H, Neuhaus,

Sergeant, ASN

Tail Gunner, B-2/4 Plane #402,
776th Bomb Sq-464th Bomb Gp (H).
APO 520, US Army.
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Red Charley, Ship ﬁé‘m feathered No. 2 prop slid out to the riget.
ighters attacked from six oclock in trial, I observed the tail

turret gunner firing away. That was the only fire that I observed

fmmlthat ship.

It stopped on the second attack of the German fighters. The
ship started to go of f to the right in a steep dive, the Navigator
and myself observed seven chutes open, the ship went into inverted

flight, but straightened out about 1,000 feet from the ground when

we both observed another chute open. The ship leveled off and started
to gain a little sltitude and seemed to be.under contol vhén she
crashed into a hillside. There is no doubt that the pifdt

never got out. I seen the plane hit thefground #hd ?‘17 info flames.

STAMFPORD SCHERER,
2nd Lt. . Air Corps,

Flying as Observer on-
B-2iH Plane #275, _
777th Bomb Sq-464th Bomb Gp (H),
APO 520, U.S. Amy.
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