AG4%h BOMBARDMENT GRCUP
A?0 520 & PM NEW YOrK

Chaplain's Office
Octe 31, 1944

Dear Mrs. Sturgeoni

At thls tlme when sad news has come to yeur home
I wish to express my sympathy to you, Shelby's wife
and all others he holds dear., It will be a shock
to you to recelve such & nesaage 80 soon after he
arrived over seas. I au thankful that I can encourage
you to hope for the bast.

When over the target his plane was hlt by a burst
of flak which blew off part of ong wing and turned
the plane completely over. Two men were sesen to ball
out before the plare dlsappeared into the clouds. We
hope and belle¢ve that others, perhaps all, would be able
to et out before the plane stiruck the earth.

Although 1t was only Shelby's fourth miss'on I feel
that he la to be greatly honored for-all he has done.
He oroved himself wlilling and able and that is all that
matiers.

A48 1s the custom with new crews the enlisted men were
Ilyin:: with experienced officers rather than with theip
cwn. Thig explains ‘he strange names on the 1lst which
1 en enclosing. They were without a bombardler on that
particular day. I au sure all wlll recelve a blessing 1f
you correspond with sose ofthe other mothe. s.

Shelby's things will be sent to you should he not
return within a reasonable length of time.

I wlll remember your son and all his loved ones in my
prayers. Let us pray that he-may live to enjoy the blessincs
for which he has been willlng to risk sc much. And lét us
endeavor to be wobbjy of the blessings for which we 80
eéarneatly pray.

Shelby's chaplaln,

John Eastwood

(To the next of kin of Bhelby J. Sturgeon Jr., Sgt.,
17060326)



