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HEADGUARTERS BVB/TFE/hob
L6, TH BOMBARDMENT GROTP (H)
APO 520 U S_Army

319.1 . ’ 16 October 1944
" SURJFCT: Nerrative Yission Report '

TO : Commanding General, 55th Bombardment Wing (H)
, APO 520, U £ Army :

1. On 16 Octoher 1944; thirty six (36) scheduled B-24
a/c plus four (L) designated spare a/c took off at OE50A hours
to bomb the St. Valentin Tank Works in Austria. The forty (40)
a/c formed in three (3) attsck units. The first attack unit
was led by Major Williem G. Moore Jr., Commanding Officer of the
777th Bombardment Souadron (H). The second attack unit was led
by Captain Chsrles F. Fowler, Flight Leader of the 778th Bombard-
ment Squadron (H), and the third attzck unit was led bv 1lst Lt
Tean F. Lovitt, Flight Leader, 777th Bombardment Sguadron (H).

2. - The Group form-up, assembly and Wwing rendezvous were
executed as prescribed.

3. TFive (5) B-24 a/c returned early:

. . & o
) "B-2L a/c No. 42-78618, due to loss of Wo. 3 turbo, left
the formation at 0927A hours at 43036'N-15021'X and lénded at
1038A hours. :

- B-24 a/c No, 42-78452, due to defective turbo governor .,
resulting in s ten (10) to twelve (12) inch oscilletion in man=-
ifold pressure on No., 1 engine, interphone and emergency inter-
phone inoverative et 8,000 feet and because there was no .oxvgen
line to the ball turret, left the formation at 0941A hours at
LLO55'N-14018'T and landed at 1050A hours. .

.- B-24 a/c No. 42-78431, due to logs of No. 2 turbo, left
the formation at 0950A hours at 44922'N-14°30'E end landed at
1105A hours. ' . : .

B-24 a/c¢ No. 42-95603, with No. 1 engine feathered because
of the loss of oil pressure, left the ‘formation as. Group Leader
at 10154 hours st 45042'N-14°00'E end landed at 1110A hours.

‘ B-24' a/e No. 4L2-95332, with-No. 1 turbo out and Ro. 3 and’
No. 4 turbos pulling only 4O 4inches and an oil leak in No. 3 engine,
left. the formation at 1047A Hours. at 47002'N-13053'F and landed :
at. 1250A hours. Coe : CL T . SRR
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Ltr Narr Miss Rpt, contd

L. Thirty-four (34) o/c were over the tarcet et 11264
hours (briefed target time 11294 hours) and thirty-three (33)
a/c¢ dropped elghty two ena one half (§2.5) tons of 500 pound
RTX bombs (.1 mnd .01 tail fusine) from 23,800 feet.

B-24 a/c No. §2=-5251L jettisoned two and one half (2%)
tons of bombs &t (1,8010'N=-14035'E) at 1121A hours teing un-
etle to keep up with the formetion after the loss of two (2)
supnerchargers. This =/c by-passed the tareet end rejoined the

foarration just south of Steyre.

" B-2L &/c¢ No. 42-51663 falled to releasé en the target .
due to. the fact that the release lever wes broken. This s/c
jettisoned two &nd one half (2%) tons at (47010TN-13945'E)..

one (1) early return, B-2L4 a/c No. 42-95603, dropped
two &nd one half (2%) tons of bombs on & target o" o ortunity
(M/Y end Warehouses) at 1030A hours at (45041 'N=-14011'E).
T?e bombs hit in the warehouse area NE of and adjacent to the
M/Y. . :

- One {1) early return, B-2L4 a/c No. 42-95332 dropped
two snd one half (2}%) tons of bombs on a target of opportunity
(RR end Quarry) at 1041A hours at (460437N-13038'E). The
results were not observed. . : :

Three (3) other early returns brought back to base
‘seven and one half (7%) tons of bombs., :

Recapnitulation of Bomb Tonnage

33 a/c dropped on-target ' : E g82.5 tons
1 a/c ‘jettisoned prior to target time 2.5 tons
1 e/c unable to release ‘on target jettisoned 2.5 tons
2 a/c bombed targets of opportunity " 5.0 tons
3 a/c early returns brought beck. - 7.5 tons

. - Tntal ‘ ~100.0 tons

Pombing was by PFF. - The first attack unit leader dld
not use A-5 sutomatlc pllot as it was inoperative.. Run was
made menually. . The ‘second attack unit leader bombed manually,
the C-1 automatic pilot being erratic.  Third ettack unit leader
bombed on PDI, the‘C-l*auxomatio pllot being erratic. L

- Bomb strike photos show impacte O be not in the vielnity. b
of the briefed target, but instead. at phe(§outh edge of. the i
city of Linz. ‘Approximetely three dozen hits gre visible in an.
open' area one mile southwest of the Linz: Tank Works. . Heavy cloud
cover -and a smoke screen obscured- & majority of the impacts. . '

Lpiz
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Ltr Narr ¥Wige Ret, contd

5., I A B flek vies encountczﬂﬁ rt the ‘torret. Crews
revort heine in flzk from five (5) to seven (7) minutes.
The formetion encountered the first flak gbout two minutee
tefore homhts swav and the last while on the relly. The
exnct loecation of Tlek nositions could not be given bzeruse
of the. overcest which obscured eir to ground visibility. Flak
vas réportedé as very intenre mt Lhe target.

At Villaeh ' &-I B was encounterﬁd
At L5000'N-14C12'T S I L observed
M Fiume £ I FE observed

At 4L5028'N- Lol“'E S I H observed
At Rlerenfurt S I F observed

'At L8°11’N 15005'E § I K obsnrveo

6. Fi;“tcreqcort of 40 P-38 a/c mrde rendezvous with
tbe bomber formetiof at 1010A hours a8t L5CL3'N-14C16'F pro~
viding penetretion and target cover. The escort was last
revorted observed in the target area st 11294 hours. 11 P-51
a/¢ were sighted in the tarpet area zt 1128A hours and last
reported at 11L0A hours at 47950'N-130°50'E

T 7. 3/10 to h/lO thin slto cumalus &t take off, continuing
te godst.
In South Adriatic, 2/10 alto stratus snd 1/10 to 2/10
‘ecumulus, tops 6000 Teet with cloudiness incressing northward.

In Trieste ares, 5/10 cirrostratus et 20,000 feet
end 7/10 cumulus, tops uv to 12,000 feét.
: Over Alps stratocumulus varied from 2/10 to 6/10

:ith thick stratus 1n valleys..

At target, 7/10 low cumulus, tops 7000 feet which

ob&pured target.
A bank of cirroqtratus from-20 to 26,000 feet was

encountered on relly off target.

On return; cumulus over mounteins had increased angd
built up to 13,000 feet with coverage 8/10 to 10/10, laeyer
ertendlng to south of Trieste.

From mid-Adriatic to base 6/10 to 8/10 alto stratus

at 12,000 feet and 1/10 to 3/10 cumulus.
Visibilitv was 15-20 miles entire route.

g. One (l) a/e No. h2 51389 was lost &t 'the tqrget due
_to direct hit from flak in No. 1 engine.. The left wing was
kriocked off. Two (2) to .four (4) -chutes were reported ob-
~ served prior to a/c dlsappesrance in the oveﬁsast. '

P

« . 9, Observstions es Tollows were feportéd:
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Ltr Nerr 'iss Rpt, contd
Timeé  Place o Altitude Observiztion

10404 Villech . 20,500 “u/Y with 400 units
11294 LE8O10'N- 14027'E 24,000 A/D with two (2) runwavs,
. cne of whicli appears to

) - have been lengthened.

1337A 42010'N-16C00'E : 8,000  Larege rinple in the water,

: : - . Yellow substuance floating.
Flame and smoke appeared io
come Trom center of area,
Peli~ved to be nerson and
Mae West, (Keported by
telexhone to A-2)

10, Thlrtv four (34) a/c landed at th1s base between
14074 hours ané 1L4LOA hours. The c¢rew of B-24 a/c No. hh—‘“ﬁ?B
bailed out &t 1,455A hours Tive (5) miles SE of the base v.hen’
.this a/c¢ ran out of gas. This a/c received consideravle flek
damege over the target rendering inoperative the hydramulic
svetem and on arrivsel over this base, the crew wss unable to
lover the gear. The a/c¢c was cirecling the field in an attempt
to get~the gear down when it ran.out of gas. A1l crew members
parachutpd to ground without %Fjumv.

11. The route was flown yenerallv as-briefed except thau
the formetion up the Adriatic was to right.of briefed course,
et one vpoint as much &s twenty (20) miles. The formetion
at this point passed over Vis. At the Key Point, the forma=-
tion was back on course and stayed on the briefed ‘course to '
the IP, From the IP to the target, navigation was by PFF.

Track chart showing route flown attached.
The Group lead was taken over at 10154 hours by lst

1t Donald L. Nann., TFlight Leader of the 779th Bombsrdment
Sduadron (H) when the qohedulbd Group Leader was forceﬂ to
return early. . .

’

12. Thirteen (13) a/c received flsk damese. Four of
which will be inoperaticnal for more than twenty four (249

hours.

13. SlT (6) a/c attemnted Dhotopranhs. Selected print‘
inclosed. . o :

-For the Commanding Ofricer

2 Incls: - .. FRANCIS F. FLDER
" Inel 1 - Track Chart ‘ - »Major, AC o
Inel 2 - Selscted Phﬂtosraph 7.7 Intelligence Officer




